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Blue  Bird, 
Car  -  ry 


can  you  bring  back  to  me?  The  treas-ure  trove, the  per-fect  love,  the 

love  seed  from  heart  to  heart?  If  this  is  so,  then  Blue  Bird  go,  and 
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CONSERVATION 


In  December,  to  wrap  up  the  1994  program  year,  the  Junior  Gardeners  will  be  treated  n 
lecture  and  slide  presentation  given  by  Lillian  Files,  past  President  of  the  North  America.  ! 
Bluebird  Society.  This  program  is  a  preview  for  the  Juniors,  because  in  March  of  1995 
they  will  be  making  Bluebird  boxes  with  Acton’s  Conservation  Administrator  Mr 
Files’  program  will  assist  the  Juniors  with  general  information,  box  placement  and 
monitoring  advice.  The  Juniors  eagerly  look  forward  to  this  presentation. 


THE  PLEASURE  OF  BLUEBIRDS 

Nature  must  have  created  the  bluebird  for  man's 
benefit  and  enjoyment.  When  bluebirds  nest  nearby 
and  you  are  able  to  hear  them  and  observe  their 
actions  each  day,  you  then  can  truly  know  the  meaning 
of  aesthetics,  love,  beauty,  bliss,  serenity,  and  family 
devotion  which  can  come  to  us  through  the  bluebird 

All  bluebirders  must  feel  like  “one  of  the  chosen 
ones”  when  fortunate  enough  to  have  nesting  blu¬ 
ebirds  on  their  property,  and  also  should  feel  like 
godparents  to  all  bluebirds  wherever  they  are  in  giving 
them  such  much  needed  loving  human  attention.  Be  a 
“Johnny  Appleseed”  spreading  the  word  on  how  to 
bring  back  the  bluebird. 

May  you  be  fortunate  enough  to  have  bluebirds 
add  to  the  beauty  and  pleasure  of  your  life. 

Quote  from  Thoreau’s  journal: 

-Tom 

■fowwd^  Blve  b'V4 

hop e,t  i  / / Sc c. 


" Bring  Back  The  Bluebirds” 

Lecture  Slide  Program 
contact 

Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 
(508)  692-2520 

Past  Pres.  -  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
Past  Pres.  -  S'orth  American  Bluebird  Society _ 
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Bringing  the  bluebirds 


By  Buzz  Constable 

Special  to  the  Journal 
Begging  comparison  with  the 
several  intrepid  bluebirds  currently 
wintering  in  Lincoln,  40  intrepid 
souls  braved  the  sub-zero  cold  on 
Monday  night  to  discuss  the  return 
of  this  songbird  to  Lincoln. 

Sponsored  by  the  Lincoln  Land 
Conservation  Trust,  the  seminar  fea¬ 
tured  Lilian  Files,  a  noted  evangelist 
for  bluebirds  and  landlord  for  over 


bird  aficionado  and  bluebird  pio¬ 
neer  in  Lincoln. 

With  colorful  slides  and  energetic 
commentary.  Files  described  the 
birds’  reliance  on  human  assistance 
in  the  species’  return  to  southern 
New  England.  During  this  century, 
the  bluebird  population  was  reduced 
by  90  percent  due  to  habitat  loss  and 
competition  from  such  introduced 
bird  species  as  English  sparrows 
and  starlings. 

Because  close-cropped  fields  and 
nearby  large  dead  trees  with  suitable 
nesting  holes  have  largely  disap¬ 
peared,  carefully  designed  nesting 


boxes  and  attentive  nest  management 
are  necessary  to  encourage  recolo¬ 
nization,  Files  said.  The  reward,  she 
added,  is  the  presence  of  beautiful, 
melodious  birds  returning  to  the  area 

Continuing  its  initiative  to 
encourage  bluebird  stewardship,  the 
Land  Trust  is  donating  materials  for 
an  afternoon  of  bluebird  house¬ 
building  at  the  home  of  Richard 
Nichols,  Old  Concord  Road,  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  25. 

For  further  information  about  this 
event  or  about  encouraging  bluebirds 
in  Lincoln,  contact  the  Lincoln  Land 
Conservation  Trust  at  259-0199. 


BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRD 


Date:  Thursday,  February  16.  Storm  make ^ 

up  date:  Thursday,  February  23 
Time:  7:30pm 

Place:  Spear  Room,  Maple  Hill  Farm  ^ 

Speaker:  Lillian  Files,  Past  President,  North  American 

Bluebird  Society 

Fee:  $6.00:  Friends  $5.00.  Please  register  by 

February  13. 

Bluebirds  are  one  of  the  best  loved  of  all  our  songbirds,  yet 
few  of  us  have  ever  seen  one.  Their  population  declined  by 
perhaps  as  much  as  90%,  primarily 
because  of  a  lack  of  places  to  breed 
successfully.  However,  with  just  a 
little  work  and  some  good  fortune, 
bluebirds  can  be  attracted  to  the 
fields  and  meadows  that  still  exist. 

This  lecture  and  slide  program  will 
explain  the  bluebird's  plight  and 
good,  effective,  bluebird 
conservation.  A  pair  of  mounted 
bluebirds,  nests,  eggs,  nesting  boxes,  and  books  will  be 
displayed.  Kits,  to  build  your  own  bluebird  box,  will  be 
available  for  purchase  at  a  special  price  of  approximately  $8.00 
for  participants. 

Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bluebird  Society,  has  been  lecturing 
for  many  years  throughout  New  England.  She  was  recently 
featured  on  Channel  5's  Chronicle  for  her  efforts  on  behalf  of 
the  bluebird.  Lillian  maintains  and  monitors  an  extensive 
Bluebird  Trail  and  has  had  bluebirds  on  her  property  for  over 
45  years. 


Herb  group 
|  to  discuss 
[bluebirds 

TOWNSEND  -  The  Herb  Society 
/ill  meet  Wednesday,  March  29,  at 
p.m.  at  the  home  of  Joyce  Marinel, 
11  Blood  Road,  Townsend.  Guest 
speaker  will  be  nationally  known 
Lillian  Files  who  will  address  the 
[topic  of  "Bluebirds  in  Massachu¬ 
setts." 

Lillian  is  a  past  president  of  the 
forth  American  Bluebird  Society. 
[She  will  provide  an  opportunity  to  I 
[learn  more  about  Bluebirds  and 
how  to  attract  them.  Many  are  pre- 
|  sent  in  Townsend  already! 

The  Herb  Society's  purpose  is  to 
maintain  the  gardens  at  the  Reed 
Homestead  and  share  knowledge  of 
herb  gardening  in  general.  At  the  [ 
meeting,  everyone  may  bring  their 


'haves  and  wants' 


'haves"  are 


extra  plants  or  seeds  and  "wants" 
are  lists  of  plants  and  seeds  desired 
for  spring  planting. 

Membership  is  open  to  all  Town¬ 
send  and  area  residents,  whether 
experienced  or  beginner  gardeners, 
and  both  women  apd  men! 

Call  Joyce  at  597-8608  for  infor- 
Imation. 


Tow  ns  e  n 


Bluebirds 

The  March  meeting  of  the  Hei 
Society  will  be  held  7  p.mi 
Wednesday,  March  29  at  the! 
home  of  Jouce  Marinel,  11  Bloodl 
Road.  Guest  speaker  will  be  Lilli-I 
|  an  Files,  who  will  speak  about| 
‘Bluebirds  in  Massachusetts.’ 
jFiles  is  past  president  of  thel 
[North  American  Bluebird  Soci-I 
lety.  This  is  an  opportunity  tol 
[learn  about  bluebirds  and  how 
(you  can  attract  them  to  your  yard.  I 
jFor  information  on  the  presenta¬ 
tion,  call  597-8608.  The  Herb  So- 
Iciety’s  purpose  is  to  maintain  the 
■gardens  at  the  Reed  Homestead 
land  share  knowledge  of  herb  gar- 1 
|dening  and  gardening  in  general. 


The  NATURALISTS'  CLUB  Museum  of  Science,  Springfield,  Mass. 


MARCH  MEETING 
WELCOMING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS 

7; 30  PM  Wednesday,  March  15,  Tolman  Auditorium 
Springfield  Science  Museum 
SPEAKER:  LILLIAN  LUND  FILES 
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Ameri£anrB?eSK-°5  bluebirds  is  P*st  president  of  the  North 
Files  has  beenV  !°Clety  and  bhe  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society.  Ms. 
New  England  leCtUrlng  on  b^ebirds  for  many  years  throughout 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  8 

PEPPEBEli:  GARDEN  CLUB 

O  The  Pepper  ell  Garden  Club 

meets  Wednesday,  March  8  at  7p.m.  at  the 
Community  Center  to  hear  a  presentation 
on  Bluebirds  by  Lillian  Files.  Guests 
welcome  with  a  $2  fee  assessed.  Cal 
433-8181  or  433-81 85  for  more  information. 
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The  Bluebird  Lady....Lillian  Files  has  been  afflicted  with  what  she  calls  bluebird  fe¬ 
ver.’  (McNally  photo) 

The  'Bluebird  Lady' 
visits  Women's  Club 


by  Susan  McNally 


A  Welcome  to  Spring 

The  day  was  bright  and  clear. 

Not  a  sound  was  heard  at  all. 

It  was  the  special  time  of  year 
to  hear  a  bluebird  call. 

| 

The  winter  white  had  gone  aw#y. 
Brown  sod  had  turned  to  greeh. 

The  cedar  house  was  on  display 
for  bluebirds  to  be  seen. 

Toward  the  sky  my  eyes  did  see 
a  flash  of  brilliant  blue. 

That  very  moment  It  would  be 
my  special  dream  come  true.  • 

The  liquid  sound  In  flight 
made  music  to  my  ear. 

A  melody  of  such  delight 
1  knew  that  Spring  was  here. 

Soon  upon  the  house  did  perch 
a  lady  bird  so  true. 

Her  lob?  The  grass  to  search 
of  soft  and  special  hue. 

Quickly  In  the  box  was  made 
a  finely  woven  nest. 

Next,  six  pale  blue  eggs  were  laid. 
Now  you  surmise  the  rest. 

—Jean  Perkins! 


PEPPERELL  -  This  month's 
guest  speaker  at  the  Pepperell 
Women's  Club  was  Lillian  "Lil" 
Files  of  Tyngsboro,  known 
throughout  the  New  England  area 
as  "the  Bluebird  Lady." 

As  past  president  of  both  the 
Tyngsboro  Bluebird  Society  and  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society, 
Files  introduced  herself  as  a 
troubleshooter  in  the  campaign  to 
bring  back  the  bluebird.  According 
to  Files,  "The  bluebird  is  the  North 
American  bird  that  truly  needs  our 
help." 

Lil  moved  to  Tyngsboro  from 
Belmont  in  1950,  where  she  lives  to¬ 
day  with  her  backyard  serving  as  a 
home  for  bluebirds  for  the  past  45 
years.  Through  a  slide  presentation 
she  illustrated  the  required  habitat 
and  nesting  habits  of  the  bird.  They 
were  common  in  Colonial  times 
and,  like  their  cousin  the  robin,  they 
are  the  harbingers  of  spring.  In  Lil's 
words,  "Once  people  learn  of  their 
plight  and  hear  their  song,  no  one  is 
immune  to  bluebird  fever." 

In  describing  the  birds'  plight,  she 
explained  they  are  in  jeopardy 
because  they  simply  cannot  find 
places  to  breed  successfully.  As 
grassland  birds,  they  require  open 
fields,  which  have  steadily  disap¬ 
peared  since  the  1700's.  Cavity- 
nesters,  their  natural  homes  in 


rotted  out  wooden  fenceposts  are 
almost  gone,  or  at  least  confiscated 
by  other  more  aggressive  birds.  The 
bluebirds'  numbers  have  gone 
down  almost  90  percent  in  the  past 
50  years. 

The  extensive  use  of  chemicals 
has  also  taken  its  toll.  When  a 
mother  or  father  bluebird  brings 
back  insects  for  its  young  and  those 
insects  are  full  of  chemicals,  the  lim¬ 
ited  future  of  the  babies  is  obvious, 
according  to  Lil.  But  thanks  to 

efforts  associated  with  the  Nttrth 
American  Bluebird  Society  (found¬ 
ed  in  1978)  they  are  slowly  coming 
back.  Files  knows  that  this  trend  can 
and  is  being  reversed. 

Club  members  learned  about  es¬ 
tablishing  bluebird  trails  and 
building  bluebird  houses  (with  the 
important  1  Vi  inch  opening)  to  help 
this  feathered  friend.  Files  also  em¬ 
phasized  that  these  are  very  ap¬ 
proachable  birds,  a  trait  that  makes 
possible  the  important  task  of  moni¬ 
toring  their  houses.  Files  discussed 
the  potentially  devastating  effect 
the  recent  icestorm  may  have  had 
on  many  bluebirds,  who  over  the 
past  few  milder  winters,  have  opted 
to  stay  here  as  opposed  to  flying 
south. 

The  Bluebird  Lady  made  it  clear 
she  is  always  available  to  help  and 
answer  questions  if  someone  is  in¬ 
terested  in  helping  save  the 
bluebird. 
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To  Hike  the  Bluebird  Trail 


How  many  times  have  I  left  my  chores, 

To  hike  the  bluebird  trail? 

With  laundry  in  heaps 
And  dishes  in  piles, 

I’d  check  each  house 
And  walk  for  miles, 

It  gave  me  health 
I  Good  thoughts  and  smiles, 

|To  hike  the  bluebird  trail. 

How  many  times  was  I  up  at  dawn, 

|To  hike  the  bluebird  trail? 

With  breakfast  packed 
|And  binoculars  set, 

I’d  crawl  through  fences 
I  And  get  my  shoes  wet, 

The  more  duties  I  had 
The  more  reasons  I’d  get, 

To  hike  the  bluebird  trail. 

How  many  times  has  my  family  gone  too, 

ITo  hike  the  bluebird  trail? 

With  record  book  ready 
Screwdriver  in  hand, 

We’d  walk  with  each  other 
And  scour  the  land, 

In  search  of  a  bluebird. 

We’d  talk,  laugh. ..t’was  grand 
To  hike  the  bluebird  trail. 

How  many  times  have  my  good  friends  come, 
To  hike  the  bluebird  trail? 

As  old  as  eighty 
As  young  as  three, 

All  straining  their  eyes 
For  a  bluebird  to  see, 

Dear  Lord,  don’t  ever  take  the  chance  from  me, 
To  hike  the  bluebird  trail 


My  Little  Bird 


My  word!  Haven’t  you  heard!? 

I’ve  a  little  bird 
Living  contentedly 
In  the  cage  of  my  heart. 

We’re  never  far  apart. 

Every  evening;  before  I  go  to  sleep 
I  set  it  free 

So  that  it  may  fly  through  the  night  of  my  dreams. 

Each  morning 

With  a  tender  “cheep” 

It  returns  to  me 

Bringing  back  reality  (or  so  it  seems). 

There’s  no  surrender  to  its  gender 
It’s  neither  he  nor  she. 

Neutral!  That’s  the  best  way  for  it  to  be. 

What  kind  of  bird  is  it? 

I  don’t  know! 

No;  it  isn’t  a  wren 
Robin  or  phalarope. 

What  do  I  call  my  little  bird? 

A  very  simple  word. 

Its  name  is— HOPE. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Tyngsborough,  Mass.  01879 


CALENDER  OF  PROGRAMS  FOR  1995 

9  are  held  at  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  (Route  113 
on  the  First  Thursday  of  the  Month  at  7:30  P.M. 

Show  Membership  Card  at  each  meeting 

Dues:  Single  $5.00,  Family  $8.00 
Guests  $2.00  donation,  Students  free 
DUES  COLLECTION  BEGINS  AT  MARCH  MEETING 


) 


4AR.  2  C*T.T.  OF  THE  WILD  by  KURT  SCHLICHT 

Kurt  Schlicht  of  Burlington,  is  a  well  known  member  of  this  club  and  his  primary  focus  is  nature  photo¬ 
graphy.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Photographic  Society  of  America,  Yankee  Chapter,  Massachusetts  ,amera 
Naturalists,  and  the  Lawrence  Camera  Club.  He  has  earned  numerous  awards  in  national  and  Internationa* 
competitions.  This  two  projector,  slide  dissolve  audiovisual  presentation  encompasses  the  beauty  of 
North  America's  soaring  mountains,  plunging  canyons,  open  prairies,  blooming  deserts,  swamps,  and  coasta* 

beaches. 


iPR.  6  BIRDING  BY  EAR  by  RICHARD  K.  WALTON 

Richard  K.  Walton  is  a  teacher,  writer,  and  naturalists  with  special  interest  in  birds  and  butterflies. 

He  is  coauthor  of  the  Birding  by  Ear  audio  guides  in  the  Peterson  Field  Series  as  well  as  Bird  Finding 
in  New  England  and  Familiar  Butterflies  of  North  America.  Among  other  activities,  he  presently  serves 
as  a  coordinator  of  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society's  Butterfly  Atlas  Project  and  carries  out  a  monarch 
butterfly  research  program  in  Cape  May,  New  Jersey. 


4  SPARROWS:  THE  OVERLOOKED  MIGRANTS  by  MARI  LYNCH 

Mark  Lynch  is  an  avid  field  birder  who  teaches  at  Massachusetts  Audubon's  Broadmeadow  Brook  Wildlife 
Sanctuary  and  the  Worcester  Art  Museum.  Mark  is  also  a  memeber  of  the  Massachusetts  Avian  Records  Commit¬ 
tee  and  host  of  a  science/art  radio  interview  show,  INQUIRY,  on  WICN.  In  this  slide  lecture,  Mark  Lynch 
will  talk  about  some  of  the  species  of  sparrows  that  breed  in  and  migrate  through  Massachusetts,  where 
and  how  to  find  them  and  offer  some  tips  on  field  identification  of  this  group  of  classic  "L.B.J.'s" 
("little  brown  Jobs"). 

SEPT.  7  OWLS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND  by  MARSHA  k  MARK  WILSON 

Everyone  loves  owls!  Explore  the  world  of  New  England's  12  regularly  occuring  species  of  owls  with  photo¬ 
grapher  Mark  Wilson  and  naturalist  and  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  President,  Marsha  Wilson.  Using  several 
live  owls,  a  two  projector  slide  dissolve  program  and  recorded  owl  calls,  Mark  and  Marsha  share  their 
passion  for  this  uniquely  adapted  bird  family. 


OCT,  5  ROAD KILL:  COLLISION  IN  THE  WILDLIFE  CORRIDORS  by  BREWSTER  M.  BARTLETT 

Brewster  M.  Bartlett  (A.K.A.)  "Dr.  Splatt",  has  taught  Science  at  Pinkerton  Academy  in  Derry,  NH  for 
22  years.  He  will  speak  and  show  slides  on  the  scientific  Monitoring  Roadkill  Project  that  he  has 
developed.  Mr.  Bartlett  has  received  numerous  awards  for  his  work  including  New  Hampshire  Technology 
Educator  Award,  Tandy  Technology  Scholar,  and  he  was  selected  New  Hampshire's  Environmental  Teacher  o* 
the  Year  in  1993. 


NOV.  2  POT  POURRI  by  CLUB  MEMBERS  and  FRIEND8 

Help  us  celebrate  our  annual  pot  pourri  meeting  by  bringing  in  slides,  prints,  poetry,  articles,  informs 
tion  etc.  to  share  with  us  on  any  nature  oriented  subject.  Please  attend. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  01  PROGRAMS  and  OTHER  ACTIVITIES,  KINDLY  CONTACT: 


MARCIA  WILSON,  PRESIDENT  (508)  649-6760 

JOAN  DUPREY,  TREASURER  (508)  251-9625 


JOAN  WOODBURY,  PROGRAMS  (603)  595-0544 
ERIN  COSTELLO,  PUBLICITY  (508)  649-6499 


IMerrimack  Valley  Bi^TcTubl 
1671  Main  St. 

Sox£ord  MA  01921 


Friday 


April  2r 


innua. 


[eeting  7; 30  PM 


Phillips  Academy  Evans  Hall  Auditorium,  Andover.  "Bring  Back  th< 
Bluebirds”  by  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro^  Mav~will  be  thel 
f e ati'u r'gd "  r -<lf  bgr  PJ.»ebi  rdj 

trail  ^h^h^hoJia^jjiainta^Tec^foi^nor^thai^^^jears. 

Saturdfa^^!?a^2^^^^^A>^Bluebirds  in  Tynasboro 

Meet  at  Olde  Andover  Center  at  6:00  AM  for  carpooling. 

Bluebird  walk  at  Lillian  Files  and  visit  to  Butterfly  place  in| 
Tyngsboro. 

Leader:  Sandi  Redfern  475-0007,  Bea  Pfister 


The  Apocalyptic  Bluebird 

A  bluebird  appeared 
At  the  edge  of  the  wood 
One  chilly  spring  morn. 

Head  slightly  bent, 

Eyes  open  wide,  and  back 
the  color  of  the  sky. 

Rapturously 
Bathing  in  his  presence, 

I  awaited  his  magic, 

Meloncholic  melody. 

“How  can  I 

A  bluebird  of  happiness  be, 
Inspiring  you  to  romantic  glory?”| 
He  cried, 

Somewhat  out  of  character. 

“Acid  rain, 

Deforestation, 

And  greenhousing 
Have  spoiled  the  show. 

Clean  up  your  act, 

Lazy  poet, 

Your  fellow  man’s  as  well. 

Or  I  could  be 
The  last  bluebird 
You’ll  ever  see.” 


Jan.  ly ,  1862 

Long  ago  I  wrote  of  “Gifts,”  &  neglected  a  capital  example.  John 
Thoreau,  Jr.  one  day  put  up  a  bluebird’s  box  on  my  barn  fifteen  years 
ago,  it  must  be — and  there  it  is  still  with  every  summer  a  melodious 
family  in  it,  adorning  the  place,  &  singing  his  praises.  There’s  a  gift  for 
you  which  cost  the  giver  no  money,  but  nothing  he  could  have  bought 
would  be  so  good.  I  think  of  another  quite  inestimable.  John  Thoreau, 
Junior,  knew  how  much  I  should  value  a  head  of  little  Waldo,  then  five 
years  old.  He  came  to  me,  &  offered  to  carry  him  to  a  daguerrotypist 
who  was  then  in  town,  &  he,  Thoreau,  would  see  it  well  done.  He  did  it, 
&  brought  me  the  daguerre  which  I  thankfully  paid  for.  In  a  few  months 
after,  my  boy  died,  and  I  have  ever  since  had  deeply  to  thank  John 
Thoreau  for  that  wise  &  gentle  piece  of  friendship. 
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It's  unfortunate  that  modern  day  advertising  agencies  have  ruined  key  words  in  our 

language  with  overuse  and  twisted  meanings.  LOVE  is  a  good  example.  We're  supposed  to  love  our  cars  , 
tv's,  stereos,  clothes,  beauty  products,  and  foods.  After  all  of  that,  how  can  I  tell  my  family  that  I  love  them0 
GREAT  is  another  word  that  has  been  rendered  meaningless  I  would  like  to  tell  everyone  that  Mrs.  Lillian 
Files  was  great  on  Friday,  March  3 1st,  but  that  would  be  an  understatement  in  today's  language.  So  as  a  Scouter 
speaking  to  Scouts,  and  friends  of  Troop  264,  Lillian  soared  like  an  Eagle. 

After  listening  to  her  presentation,  I  couldn't  help  but  feel  how 
well  Mrs.  Files  would  fit  into  our  Troop.  She  lives  by  our  Scouting 
promise.  In  her  life's  journey,  she  has  observed  a  problem  with  bluebirds 
and  without  being  asked,  she  has  dedicated  herself  to  the  preservation 
of  the  little  creature.  She  has  done  this  so  well,  people  from  all  over  the 
\  country  call  her  for  her  advice  on  bluebirds.  She  is  internationally  known 
to  be  a  trustworthy  source  of  information  on  bluebirds.  Lovaltv  is 
definitely  a  trait  she  possesses.  Her  last  statement  was  "...now  you  all 
know  how  I  live.  Bluebirds  have  become  a  big  part  of  my  life."  With 
her  dedication,  she  has  certainly  been  helpful  to  the  bluebirds  and  anyone 
else  who  wants  to  help  them.  Friendly,  courteous  and  kind  is  what  she 
is  to  bluebirds  and  nature  in  general.  I  personally  believe  that  she  was 
called  upon  by  God  to  help  this  little  bird  of  His  and  obedient  to  His  call 
she  has  been.  All  of  this  she  does  in  a  very  cheerful  manner.  All  of  these 
things  I  have  stated  are  obvious  to  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
have  heard  Lillian  that  evening.  And  all  of  these  traits  are  present  in  the  way  she  treats  people.  She  donated 
her  time  and  talent  to  Troop  264.  We  had  to  beg  her  to  accept  a  very  modest  fee  which  hardly  covered  her 
traveling  expense. 

Thank  you  Lillian  for  showing  Troop  264  the  way  to  Eagle  rank.  You  have  accomplished  an  awesome 
Eagle  project  and  you  are  a  fine  example  of  our  Scout  Law  in  action.  The  $81  we  raised  on  March  29th  as  a 
result  of  your  presentation  will  be  wisely  spent  by  our  Troop  but  your  real  gift  was  not  monetary.  For  this  we 
thank  you! 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30  pm.  at  the 
Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable.  Route  113.  Dunstable 
|  center.  Dues:  Single  S5.,  Family  S8,  Guests  S2  donation,  Students  are  free. 
Show  membership  card  at  each  meeting.  Dues  Collection  begins  at  March 
meeting. 

MARCH  2nd  CALL  OF  THE  WILD  by  Kurt  Schlicht 
Kurt  Schlicht  of  Burlington,  is  a  well  known  member  of  this  club  and  his 
primary  focus  is  nature  photography.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Photographic  Society  of  America.  Yankee  Chapter.  Massachusetts  Camera 
Naturalists,  and  the  Lawrence  Camera  Club.  He  has  earned  numerous 
awards  in  national  and  international  competitions.  This  two  projector, 
slide  dissolve  audiovisual  presentation  encompasses  the  beauty  of  North 
America’s  soaring  mountains,  plunging  canyons,  open  prairies,  blooming 
deserts,  swamps,  and  coastal  beaches. 


GRAND  OPENING 


REFLECTIONS  OF  NATURE 
WILDLIFE  ART  GALLERY 

AND 

THE  TRI-STATE 
BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 

(MASS;  RI;  AND  CONN) 


DATES 

SAT.  MARCH  1 1  NOON  -  8:00  PM 
SUN.  MARCH  12  NOON  -  8:00  PM 


LOCATION 

1460  FALL  RIVER  AVENUE 
ROUTE  6 

SEEKONK,  MA  02771 
(.5  Mi.  EAST  OF  VOLVO  AUTO  SHOW) 

1-800-769-2473 


Image  by  nationally  acclaimed  wildlife  photographer  Terry  Dickinson 
bluebird  scociety  membership  and  educational  materials. 


I  am  pleased  to  announce  the  creation  of  a  conservation  society  and 
the  opening  of  an  art  gallery. 


1460  FALL  RIVER  AVENUE 
P.O.  BOX  32 
SEEKONK,  MA  02771 
(800)  769-BIRD 
(508)  336-4238  FAX 


ADVISORY  BOARD 

Lillian  Lund  Files 
Hank  Coleman 
Joyce  Coleman 
Ferry  Dickinson 
Dennis  Doiron 
Richard  Gower 
Ellen  Gower 


The  TRI-STATE  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY  is  a  society  dedicated  to 
environmental  and  conservation  concerns  for  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut.  Emphasis  is  placed  on  protection  for  all 
cavity  nesting  birds  highlighting  recent  success  in  bluebird  recovery. 

REFLECTIONS  OF  NATURE  is  a  wildlife  gallery  displaying  a 
collection  of  fine  photographic  images  by  nationally  acclaimed 
photographer  Terry  Dickinson.  Terry's  images  have  been  displayed 
at  the  National  Audubon  Society  Gallery. 

The  opening  of  this  gallery  and  the  creation  of  the  Tri-State  Bluebird 
Society  are  extensions  of  my  life  long  interest  in  wildlife.  Attracting 
bluebirds  and  other  cavity  nesting  birds  on  my  property  in  Rehoboth, 
MA  accelerated  my  desire  to  promote  conservation  ideals.  Terry 
Dickinson  shares  my  deep  interest  in  wildlife  conservation  and  we 
hope  the  energy  generated  from  our  common  passion  will  encourage 
others  to  enjoy  Terry's  images  and  participate  in  our  programs. 


Enclosed  are  recent  bluebird  images  by  Terry  Dickinson.  The  gallery  will  have  a  variety  of  wildlife  images  on 
display. 

The  Bluebird  Society  will  have  educational  and  membership  information  available  at  the  opening.  An  Advisory 
board,  headed  by  Lillian  Lund  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  will  be  available  to 
answer  any  questions. 


Please  call  800-769-2473  for  additional  Reflections  of  Nature  brochures  and  membership  information  for  the 
Bluebird  Society. 


Our  Grand  Opening  is  planned  for  Saturday  March  1 1  and  Sunday  March  12  from  12:00  to  8:00.  I  will  be  mailing 
you  an  invitation. 


Sincerely, 


!  — 


“To  foster  the  understanding,  appreciation,  and  enjoyment  of  the  North  American 
bluebird  and  other  cavity  nesting  birds  through  habitat  enhancement,  education, 

and  community  involvement.  ” 


TRI-STA  TE  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 

(FOR  RI,  MA  AND  CT) 

1460  FALL  RIVER  AVENUE 
SEEKONK,  MA  02771 
800-769-2473  (800-769-BIRD^ 

508-336  4238  (FAX) 

Advisory  Board 
Lillian  Lund  Files 
Hank  Coleman 
Joyce  Coleman 
Terry  Dickinson 
Dennis  Doiron 
Richard  Gower 
Ellen  Gower 

The  Tri-State  Bluebird  Society  is  dedicated  to  environmental 
for  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  Our  goal  is  to  foster  the  understanding, 
appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  the  North  American  bluebird  and  the  other  cavity  nesting 
birds  through  habitat  enhancement,  education,  and  community  involvement. 

Membership  includes  the  following: 

*  Quarterly  publication  "Bluebird  Monitor" 

*  Nesting  box  plans  and  specifications 

*  Annual  conference  and  workshops 

*  Slide  presentations  and  videos 

*  Reflections  of  Nature  image  discounts 


YES!  I  want  to  join  the  Tri-State  Bluebird  Society! 

Please  complete  and  mail  to: 

TRI-STATE  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 
P.O.  BOX  32 
SEEKONK,  MA  02771 

Make  your  tax  deductible  contribution  payable  to: 

TRI-STATE  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 

Name: _ 

Address: 


Dues: 

Individual: 

$15.00 

Family: 

$25.00 

Donor: 

$75.00 

Corporate: 

$150.00 

Life: 

$250.00 

£  * 
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and  conservation  concerns 


Terry  &  the  Colemans  Came  to  Windswept  January  1995 
to  discuss  startin 


Tri-State  Bluebird  Societ 


Hank  &  Joyce  Coleman 

■  «  .*  are  proud  to  present 

H|  Reflections  of  Nature 

*  Wildlife  Art  Qallery 

The  Tri-State  Bluebird  Society 

(Mass,  Rl  and  Conn) 

LOCATION 

1460  Fall  River  Ave,  Route  6  •  Seekonk,  MA  02771  (.5  Mi.  East  of  Auto  Show  Volvo) 
1-800-769-2473  •  (508)  336-5895  HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9-5,  Sat  12-5 


Images  by  nationally  acclaimed  wildlife  photographer  Terry  Dickinson 
bluebird  society  membership  and  education  materials. 
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When  the  sun  glistens  off  its  deep  blue  feathers,  the  bluebird 

‘carries  the  sky  on  its  back.’ 

—  LILLIAN  LUND  FILES,  North  American  Bluebird  Society 


Journal-Bulletin/MARY  MURPHY 


THE  SUMMONS:  Hank  Coleman,  co-founder  of  the  Tri-State  Bluebird  Society,  rings  a  bell  in  his  backyard 
that  sometimes  brings  the  bluebirds  winging  in.  In  the  foreground  is  a  bluebird  nesting  box. 


A  tuneful  guest  is  returning 


By  DOUG  ALLAN 

Journal-Bulletin  Staff  Writer 

Step  aside,  heralded  robin,  and 
make  way  for  the  gentle  bluebird, 
whose  crisp,  melodious  whistling  on  a 
nippy  February  morning  is  the  real  har¬ 
binger  of  the  long-awaited  news  that 
spring  is  just  around  the  corner. 

The  bluebird,  one  of  the  true  gems 
of  the  world  of  songbirds,  is  making  a 
dramatic  comeback  after  suffering  the 
predations  of  more  ferocious  house 
sparrows  and  larger  starlings,  and  the 
effects  of  pesticides  that  made  this  di¬ 
minutive,  delicate  creature  an  endan¬ 
gered  species  in  many  states. 

{  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsborough, 
Mass.,  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  likes  to  tell 
people  that  the  bluebirds’  numbers 
were  so  depleted  that  “anybody  under 
30  has  never  seen  one.” 

The  house  sparrows  “declared  open 
season  on  them,”  sometimes  attacking 
'  and  killing  them,  she  said.  Cavity-nest¬ 
ing  feathered  friends  bullied  them  out 
of  potential  homesites. 

Sialia  sialis,  the  Eastern  Bluebird,  is 
the  only  one  of  the  three  North  Ameri¬ 
can  bluebirds  to  be  found  east  of  the 
Mississippi.  At  5  V2  inches  long,  it’s  one 
1  of  the  smaller  creatures  you’ll  find  in 
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WELCOME  GUEST:  A  bluebird 
perches  atop  a  nesting  box. 


Files  said  it’s  only  because  of  the 
hard  work  of  thousands  of  people  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  that  the 
bluebird  has  been  able  to  make  such  a 
marvelous  recovery,  because  “the  blue- 
'  bird  needs  human  help  so  badly.”  _ 


From  his  lawn  on  the  shores  of  the 
Shad  Factory  Reservoir  in  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  Hank  Coleman  looks  out  on  a 
vista  of  shy  wood  ducks  nestled  along 
the  shore  of  a  tributary  of  the  Palmer 
River  and  a  female  albino  mallard  lead¬ 
ing  her  mate  through  the  shallow  wa¬ 
ters. 

The  sky  is  teeming  with  tree  swal¬ 
lows  that  haven’t  yet  decided  to  initiate 
their  annual  nesting  ritual.  A  nearby 
bat  house  high  on  a  post  is  vacant.  Sev¬ 
eral  pairs  of  bluebirds  have  answered 
the  call  of  the  wild  by  filling  specially 
made  boxes  with  pine  needles;  egg-lay¬ 
ing  time  is  just  around  the  corner,  Cole¬ 
man  believes. 

Coleman  and  his  wife,  Joyce,  have 
founded  the  Tri-State  Bluebird  Society, 
which  operates  out  of  their  Reflections 
of  Nature  gallery  in  Seekonk  for  resi¬ 
dents  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut. 

Its  aptly  stated  goal  is  to  “foster  the 
understanding,  appreciation  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  North  American  bluebird 
and  the  other  cavity-nesting  birds 
through  habitat  enhancement,  educa¬ 
tion  and  community  involvement.” 

Turn  tn  BLUEBIRnc  p-S. 


Bluebirds 


Continued  from  Page  B-l 


Cavity  nesting  refers  to  the  blue¬ 
birds'  habit  of  nesting  in  holes  and 
boxes,  rather  than  in  nests  on  tree 
limbs. 

The  fledgling  society  plans  to  is¬ 
sue  a  quarterly  “Bluebird  Monitor” 
publication,  provide  specifications 
for  nesting  box  construction,  and 
conduct  workshops. 

Coleman’s  enthusiasm  for  the 
birds  was  kindled' after  his  brother 
gave  him  a  feeder.  He  went  to  the 
Caratunk  Wildlife  Refuge  in  See- 
konk  to  pick  up  some  pointers  and 
was  soon  putting  out  his  own  boxes. 
And  then  he  waited  for  four  years. 

“One  day  he  was  off  at  the 
dump,”  said  Joyce  Coleman  in  rec¬ 
ollection  of  the  arrival  of  their  first 
pair  of  bluebirds. 

“1  saw  the  birds  on  the  fence  and 
held  my  breath.  Then  1  grabbed  my 
bird  book  to  make  sure.” 

Now  there  are  nesting  boxes  all 
over  the  property,  many  of  which 
will  be  occupied  by  the  swallows. 
Coleman  said  he  can  sometimes 
prompt  the  bluebirds  out  of  the 
woods  by  ringing  a  bell  and  that 
“it’s  gotten  to  the  point  where  1  can 
get  within  10  feet  of  them.  They’re 
very  people-friendly.” 

An  avid  golfer,  Coleman  has  tak¬ 
en  his  passion  for  bluebirds  onto 
the  links  in  a  one-man  campaign  to 
erect  houses  on  courses  in  the  area. 

From  the  Newport  and  Point  Ju¬ 
dith  Country  Clubs  to  the  Segre- 
gansett  course  in  Taunton,  Coleman 
has  scattered  perched  houses 
behind  bunkers  and  along  fairwa> 


Bluebird 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

UPDATE 

By  Doug  Allan 


SEEKONK  —  Birdwatchers  are 
F  coming  out  of  the  woods  to  join  the 
Tri-State  Bluebird  Society’s  crusade 
to  assist  the  Eastern  bluebird’s  dra¬ 
matic  comeback. 

Society  co-founder  Hank  Cole¬ 
man  said  there’s  been  an  "unbeliev¬ 
able”  response  to  last  week’s  Jour¬ 
nal-Bulletin  article  on  efforts  by  the 
new  society,  located  on  Route  6,  to 


edges  in  an  attempt  to  open  up  un¬ 
chartered  homelands  and  create 
trails  for  the  birds. 

The  other  day  a  groundskeeper 
at  the  Wannamoisett  Country  Club 
in  East  Providence  cut  a  hole  in  the 
ground  behind  the  second  tee  and 
helped  Coleman  put  up  the  first 
birdhouse  there. 

Recovery  efforts  in  Canada, 
where  a  trail  of  bluebird  boxes 
stretches  for  several  thousand  miles 
through  three  provinces,  and  in 
Minnesota,  where  500  people  re¬ 
ported  sightings  of  more  than 
15,000  birds,  have  bolstered  Cole¬ 
man’s  fervor  for  his  project. 

“If  we  get  several  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  here  I’ll  be  thrilled,”  he  said. 


Members  of  thrush  family 

Calling  them  “our  bluebirds,” 
Coleman  said  his  visitors  usually 
arrive  in  early  February,  and  the 
non-seed-eating  creatures  will  stick 


around  “as  long  as  they  have  ber¬ 
ries"  of  almost  any  kind. 

Both  the  bluebird  and  the  robin 
are  members  of  the  thrush  family, 
and  Coleman  said  he’s  discovered 
an  almost  kinship  between  the  two 
species. 

“As  soon  as  we  have  baby  blue¬ 
birds,  the  robins  are  around  check¬ 
ing  things  out,"  he  said. 

Files  said  she  first  met  Coleman 
;  about  three  months  ago  and  then 
when  he  came  to  visit  her  “we 
i  talked  for  six  hours.  He’s  so  excited 
about  what  he’s  doing.” 

A  lot  of  people  who  don’t  know 
much  about  birds  commonly  mis¬ 
take  the  bluebird  for  the  larger  and 
boisterous  crested  bluejay,  she  said. 
But  anyone  who  has  ever  seen  the 
sun  glistening  off  the  deep  blue 
feathers  of  the  bluebird  will  never 
forget  that  sight,  for  the  bluebird 
“carries  the  sky  on  its  back,”  she 
said. 


MAKING  A  HAPPY  HOME 


Tips  on  attracting  and  keeping  bluebirds  in  your  backyard. 

■  Nesting  boxes  should  be  about  8  by  4  inches  with  an  entrance  of  precisely 
Yh  inches.  A  hinged  roof  will  give  you  easy  access  to  the  interior. 

■  Mount  the  boxes  at  eye  level  in  an  open  area,  and  make  sure  there's  an¬ 
other  perch  about  50  feet  away  for  the  birds  to  land  on.  Don't  point  the 
entrance  to  the  south,  facing  prevailing  winds  and  storms. 

■  Monitoring  is  one  of  the  keys  to  maintaining  a  bluebird  population,  be¬ 
cause  other  birds  will  take  over  the  nesting  sights.  "If  you  see  sparrows, 
pull  the  nest  out,"  Joyce  Coleman  advises. 

■  Bluebirds  eat  all  sorts  of  berries  and  insects,  but  Hank  Coleman  also 
keeps  his  visitors  healthy  with  meal  worms.  They  can  usually  be  found  in 
pet  and  bait  shops. 

The  Tri-State  Bluebird  Society  is  at  1460  Fall  River  Ave.  (Route  6),  Seekonk, 
Mass.  The  mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  32,  Seekonk,  Mass.  02771.  Tele¬ 
phone  1-800-769-BIRD.  Fax  508-336-4238. 


establish  trails  of  bird  boxes  to  open  I 
up  new  habitat  for  the  bluebird,  once| 
an  endangered  species. 

“We’ve  heard  from  Bristol  and  I 
Riverside  and  South  County  and  Lit¬ 
tle  Compton  and  even  eastern  Con¬ 
necticut,”  Coleman  said  of  the  125  or 
so  telephone  calls  he’s  received  since  [ 
the  article  appeared. 

“We’ve  had  a  steady  flow  of  visi- 1 
tors  and  40  or  50  requests  for  mem¬ 
bership  already.” 

A  Boston  television  station  may  I 
do  a  piece  on  the  society  and  the 
Rhode  Island  Training  School  for 
Boys  “wants  us  to  teach  the  kids' 
how  to  make  bird  boxes,”  he  said. 

Coleman  said  a  woman  and  her  4- 
ear-old  grandson  decided  after  vis¬ 
iting  society  headquarters  at  1460 
Fall  River  Ave.  to  accompany  him  to 
his  home  in  Rehoboth  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  bluebirds  nesting 
there.  “Now  his  nursery  school  is 
thinking  of  making  a  field  trip  to  the  j 
house,”  he  added. 

The  society  has  been  formed  fori 
residents  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut  to  promote 
greater  understanding  of  the  blue¬ 
birds  and  their  dependency  on  | 
humans  for  survival. 


^^uarteri^publication,  Bluebirc 
iMonitor,  will  be  issued  and  instruc- 
[tions  on  the  building  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  special  bluebird  boxes  will 
Ibe  offered.  Slide  presentations  and 
■workshops  will  also  be  conducted. 

|  Coleman,  a  golfer,  has  been  erect- 
ling  bird  boxes  in  recent  weeks  on 
Ithe,  edges  of  golf  course  fairways  in 
lan  attempt  to  extend  the  range  of  the 
Ibirds. 

For  information,  contact  Coleman 
land  the  society,  at  1-800-769431 
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Bluebird  Soc.  seeks  protection 
and  understanding  of  birds 


Bluebird  Monitor 

"To  foster  the  understanding,  appreciation,  and  enjoyment  of  the  North  American  bluebird  and 
other  cavity  nesting  birds  through  habitat  enhancement,  education,  and  community  involvement " 
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Spring  Checklist 

♦  Begin  checking  nesting  boxes 
and  record  what  you  see  in  the 
box. 

♦  Remember,  the  house  sparrow 
is  not  protected  by  law.  Remove 
their  nest.  Call  if  help  with  ID 
is  needed. 

♦  Have  an  extra  nesting  box  for 
emergency  (i.e.  sparrow  resis¬ 
tant  PVC  box.) 

♦  Save  eggshells  for  placement 
in  open  area  for  supplemental 
calcium  by  end  of  month  for  fe¬ 
male. 

♦  Consider  for  Spring  planting: 
Holly,  Dogwood,  Cedar  and 
rose  to  benefit  bluebirds. 

♦  Organize  recording  forms  so 
we  can  complete  accurate  results 
next  fall. 

♦  Bluebirds  love  a  bath.  Place 
stones  in  a  plastic  bird  bath  to 
help  birds  with  footing. 

♦  Rub  a  bar  of  soap  on  inside  roof 
of  birdhouse  to  discourage  bees 
and  hornets. 

♦  Through  May  cover  vent  holes 
of  boxes  with  bits  of  duct  tape 
or  foam  to  keep  out  rain  and 
winds. 

rb*  (%•  (%•  rh*  O*  "d5!  /b*  "d5! 

Bluebird  Hotline 

If  you  have  a  bluebird  emer¬ 
gency  or  need  advice.  Call 
Hank  or  Joyce  Coleman 
800-769-2473  or  Lillian 
Files  508-692-2520 


Board  Members:  Hank  and  Joyce  Coleman,  Lillian  Files,  Terry  and  Sandy  Dickinson,  Dick  and  Ellen  Gower. 

Society  Notes 

By:  Hank  Col  man 

First  and  foremost,  I  wish  to  thank  the  current  members  of  the 
Tri-State  Bluebird  Society.  The  tremendous  response  has  turned  an  idea 
into  a  reality.  Since  our  grand  opening  on  March  1 1th,  we  have  grown  to 
1 00  members  as  of  May  26th! !  Additionally,  Joyce  and  I  have  responded 
to  an  excess  of  200  calls  for  bluebird  information.  Our  advisory  board 
consists  of  dedicated  bluebirders.  Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  has  40  years  experience  with  bluebirds. 
Dennis  and  Lauryl  Doiron,  owners  of  2  Wildbirds  Unlimited  Stores,  hold 
the  bluebirds  at  the  center  of  their  interest  in  wildlife.  Dick  and  Ellen 
Gower  of  Westport  and  Steve  and  Barbara  Wheeler  of  Narragansett, 
both  after  attracting  bluebirds  several  years  ago,  are  devoting  hours  of 
their  time  to  our  society.  Pete  Reid,  whose  father  built  bluebird  houses 
20  years  ago,  and  Karen  Frascella,  who  decorates  their  home  as  a  small 
bluebird  museum,  readily  step  in  to  help.  Terry  Dickinson,  our  photog¬ 
rapher  for  the  Reflections  of  Nature  art  gallery,  has  spent  hours  in  a  blind 
aside  a  bluebird  cavity.  Ray  Marr  started  a  bluebird  trail  in  1 990  and  last 
year  alone  fledged  288  baby  blues. 


This  is  an  educational  society  encouraging  member  participation. 

(continued  on  page  2) 


(continued  from  page  1) 

Erecting  a  nesting  box  is  25%  of  the  job  the  balance  is  on  going  education.  This  will  be  accomplished  through 
your  participation  in  the  “Bluebird  Monitor”  and  our  bluebird  workshops.  I  encourage  all  members  to  submit 
questions,  and/or  suggestions  and  make  every  attempt  to  attend  our  workshops.  The  first  will  be  held  at 
society  headquarters  at  1460  Fall  River  Ave.,  Seekonk,  MA  at  7:30  on  Thursday,  June  15th.  Please  RSVP  to 
800-769-2473! 


Ask  Lillian 

(Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society) 

Dear  Lil; 

Our  bluebird  nest  in  boxes  between  3  and  8  feet  high.  Has  your  experience  revealed  a  perfect  height  for 
nesting  boxes? 

Curious  in  Cranston 

Dear  Curious; 

3-8  feet  is  definitely  okay  but  I  prefer  4  1/2  to  5  feet  for  easy  monitoring.  Lower  boxes  also  discourage 
sparrows. 

Dear  Lillian; 

We  have  noticed  that  bluebirds  in  our  yard  often  build  2  nests  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  then  lay  eggs  in 
only  one.  Can  you  shed  any  light  on  this  behavior? 

Bewildered  in  Barrington 

Dear  Bewildered; 

When  boxes  are  close,  a  female  may  start  a  nest  and  abandon  it  for  her  own  reason.  Something  bothered  her. 
Dear  Lil; 

What  is  the  best  way  to  tell  if  the  nests  built  in  our  nesting  box  has  been  built  by  bluebird? 

Worried  in  Warwick 

Dear  Worried; 

Bluebirds  build  nests  of  dried  grass  or  pine  needles  and  are  very  neat! 

Dear  Lillian; 

My  cat  keeps  jumping  up  and  killing  bluebirds  as  they  try  to  nest  in  a  birdhouse.  Should  I  move  the  house? 

Challenged  in  Chepachet 

Dear  Challenged; 

Attach  a  bell  to  the  cat,  confine  during  the  day  during  nesting  period,  or  move  box  to  a  height  of  six  feet. 

Dear  Lillian; 

Tree  swallows  always  use  our  birdhouses.  What  should  we  do? 

Stymied  in  Seekonk 

Dear  Stymied; 

Pairing  boxes  10-12  feet  apart  allows  for  boxes  for  both  species  and  swallows  will  not  nest  right  next  door  to 
their  own  kind. 

Dear  Lillian; 

House  wrens  filled  several  of  our  nesting  boxes  with  sticks.  Is  there  any  solution? 

Wondering  in  Westport 

Dear  Wondering; 

To  keep  wrens  away,  keep  boxes  at  least  40  feet  from  brushy  areas. 


(Members,  please  submit  your  questions.) 


Page  2  -  Bluebird  Monitor 
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ALL  BIRDIES  FOR  THIS  LOCAL  GOLFER 


Hank  Coleman  in  his  workshop  where  he  builds  nesting  boxes. 


Some  would  say  that  Hank  Coleman  is  for  the  birds.  He 
wouldn’t  he  upset,  though.  In  fact,  he’d  probably  take  it  as  a 
compliment.  In  a  short  period  of  time  the  Rehoboth,  MA 
resident  has  gone  from  novice  bird-watcher  to  expert  bird 
conservationist.  “I  received  a  bird  feeder  as  a  Christmas  present 
eight  years  ago,”  Coleman  relates.  “That’s  what  really  piqued 
my  interest.  I  got  a  couple  of  subscriptions  to  bird  magazines 
and  that’s  when  I  read  about  bluebirds.” 

The  bluebird  population  decreased  dramatically  after  house 
sparrows  and  starlings  were  introduced  in  this  country  near  the 
turn  of  the  century.  The  competition  coupled  with  loss  of 
habitat  were  the  main  reasons  for  the  bluebird’s  decline.  Placed 
on  the  endangered  species  list  in  1978,  the  bluebird  is  making 
a  comeback  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  people  like  Hank  Coleman. 
In  1995  the  species  will  be  downgraded  to  “threatened”. 

After  reading  up  on  the  subject,  Hank  decided  to  buy  some 
nesting  boxes  in  an  attempt  to  attract  birds  to  his  property. 
“Attracting  bluebirds  was  my  goal,”  Coleman  says,  “but  when  I 
got  the  boxes  we  suddenly  had  tree  swallows  arriving.”  The 
bluebirds  did  arrive,  however.  There  was  one  family  the  first 
year,  two  the  second  year  and  three  families  the  third  year. 

Coleman  now  builds  his  own  nesting  boxes  in  a  wood  shop 
behind  his  house.  He  has  erected  approximately  60  boxes  in 
his  yard  which  attract  a  wide  variety  of  birds  each  year  includ¬ 
ing  bluebirds,  swallows,  chickadees  and  wrens.  He  even  has 
over-sized  boxes  for  wood  ducks  in  the  pond  behind  his  house. 

An  avid  golfer  and  member  at  Agawam  Hunt,  Coleman 
would  like  to  see  more  bird  boxes  erected  on  golf  courses.  In 
addition  to  helping  rebuild  the  species,  attracting  bluebirds  can 
be  very  beneficial  to  a  golf  course.  Unlike  the  common  sparrow 
which  eats  only  seeds,  the  bluebird  will  eat  a  wide  variety  of 
insects,  many  of  which  can  be  harmful  to  turf  grass.  Also, 


setting  up  nesting  boxes  is  a  way  for  a  club  to  qualify  for  the 
OSGA’s  Audubon  Cooperative  Sanctuary  Program. 

Coleman  has  spoken  to  some  interested  members  at  a  few 
local  clubs  about  designing  bluebird  trails.  “This  is  where  golf 
courses  would  be  ideal,”  he  says  enthusiastically.  “On  a  trail  the 
boxes  could  be  monitored.”  Coleman  stresses  that  monitoring 
is  very  important.  Because  house  sparrows  are  naturally  more 
aggressive  they  will  fight  for  a  nesting  area  and  in  many  cases 
even  kill  bluebirds  or  tree  swallows.  “If  you  find  house  sparrows 
in  bluebird  boxes,”  Coleman  says,  “you  can  simply  remove  the 
nesting  material  from  the  boxes.” 

Given  land  constraints,  bluebird  trails  may  not  be  appropri¬ 
ate  for  some  golf  courses.  In  these  instances  Coleman  suggests 
utilizing  the  boxes  as  150  yard  markers  and  having  members 
adopt  a  box. 


n 

RIGA  NEWS 

Newsletter  of  the  Rhode  Island  Golf  Association 

Once  a  species  has  accepted  a  nesting  site  it  will 
return  annually.  There  are  a  few  important  consider¬ 
ations  to  insure  its  ongoing  success: 

Box  Construction  -  There  are  specific  dimensions 
which  appeal  to  bluebirds  and  tree  swallows  which 
will  discourage  house  sparrows  and  starlings.  The 
floor  should  measure  four  inches  by  four  inches  and 
the  height  should  measure  right  around  eight  inches. 
Also,  the  entrance  for  the  birds  should  be  a  rounded 
hole  one  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter. 

Box  Placement  -  A  nesting  box  should  be  in  an  open 
area  at  a  height  of  four  to  five  feet  preferably  facing 
east.  There  should  be  a  perch,  either  man-made  or  in 
the  form  of  a  tree  limb,  25  to  50  feet  away  from  the  box. 

Box  Monitoring  -  Due  to  competition  from  alien 
species,  monitoring  boxes  during  the  nesting  period  is 
extremely  important.  Removal  of  the  alien  species’ 
nesting  material  will  discourage  them  from  using  nest¬ 
ing  boxes. 

Hank  Coleman  is  a  member  and  contributing  writer 
for  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  Massachu¬ 
setts  Adubon  Society,  Minnesota  Bluebird  Recovery 
Program  and  the  Cornell  University  Lab  of  Orn¬ 
ithology  where  he  is  a  Citizen  Scientist. 

He  has  successfully  attracted  bluebirds  to  south¬ 
eastern  Massachusetts  for  several  years. 

Any  superintendent  or  club  member  who  may  be 
interested  in  a  bird  box  program  may  contact  Hank 
Coleman  at  the  following  address  or  phone: 

183  Wheeler  Street 
Rehoboth,  MA  02769 
(508)  336-7399 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30  pm,  at 
the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable,  Route  113, 
Dunstable  center.  Dues:  Single  $5,  Family  $8,  Guests  $2  donation,! 
1  Students  are  free.  Show  membership  card  at  each  meeting.  Dues 
|  Collection  begins  at  March  meeting. 

April  6th  BIRDING  BY  EAR  RICHARD  K.  WALTON 
Richard  K.  Walton  is  a  teacher,  writer,  and  naturalists  with  special 
interest  in  birds  and  butterflies.  He  is  coauthor  of  the  Birding  by  Ear 
audio  guides  in  the  Peterson  Field  Series  as  well  as  Bird  Finding  in\ 
I  New  England  and  Familiar  Butterflies  of  North  America.  Among 
I  other  activities,  he  presently  serves  as  a  coordinator  of  the 
I  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society’s  Butterfly  Atlas  Project  and 
[carries  out  a  monarch  butterfly  research  program  in  Cape  May,  NJ 
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JANE  &  ED  GALAT 
44  Town  Farm  Rd. 
Winchendon,  MA  01475 


TOWN  OF  PELHAM 


6  Main  Street 

Pelham,  New  Hampshire  03076-3723 


April  3,  1995 


Mrs.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
106  Scribner  Hill  Road 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Mrs.  Files: 


On  behalf  of  the  Pelham  Planning  Board  and  the  Town  of  Pelham,  please 
accept  our  sincere  gratitude  for  your  guidance  with  our  Bluebird  Restoration  Project. 
Due  to  your  efforts,  Pelham  residents  can  enjoy  a  rich  natural  resource  of  beauty 
returning  to  our  lands.  The  bluebird  truly  "carries  the  sky  on  its  back". 


Once  again,  thank  you  for  your  unselfish  efforts  to  help  us  with  this 
conservation  project. 


Sincerely, 


Paddy  Colbert 
Chairman/Pelham  Planning  Board 


Planning/Building  Dept.  635-781 1  /  Assessing  Dept.  635-331  7 /Fax  635-6954 
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November  4,  1995 


1 


Lillian  Files 
Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsboro,  Mass  01879 


Re:  EAGLE  COURT  OF  HONOR 


Dear  Lillian: 

Boy  Scout  Troop  25,  Pelham,  New  Hampshire,  is  pleased  to  announce  that 
Sanjay  Kakkad,  4  Misty  Lane,  Pelham,  New  Hampshire,  has  earned  the  rank 
of  Eagle  Scout. 

His  Eagle  Award  will  be  presented  to  him  at  an  Eagle  Court  of  Honor  which  will 
be  held  November  18, 1995,  7:00  PM,  at  the  Pelham  Fish  and  Game  Club  located 
on  Simpson  Mill  Road,  Pelham. 

I  know  after  our  conversation  that  you  have  a  prior  commitment  and  appreciate 
your  interest  in  this  event,  however  I  would  certainly  look  forward  to  presenting 
Sanjay  the  Bluebird  Patch  and  Decal  in  your  behalf.  I  would  also  like  to  present 
Sanjay  a  membership  to  the  Bluebird  Society  on  behalf  of  yourself  and  Roger 
Montbleau  for  all  you  have  done  to  encourage  and  support  Sanjay  and  his  project. 

As  you  know,  Sanjay's  Eagle  Project  consisted  of  building  and  installing  75  Bluebird 
Houses  throughout  the  community  to  help  in  repopulating  the  Northeast  Bluebird. 
This  project  has  had  a  great  impact  already  and  continues  to  expand  through  other 
organizations  and  schools  continuing  the  project. 

Once  again,  for  the  Troop  and  all  the  residents  that  now  have  Bluebird  House's  in 
their  yard,  our  greatest  thanks  for  all  your  support,  experience,  and  encouragement. 


Yours  truly, 


Steve  Barker 
Scoutmaster,  Troop  25 
3  Arlene  Drive 

Pelham,  New  Hampshire  03076 
tel.:  (603)  635-3597 
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|G7V/7i£  “ Nature ”  a  helping  hand!  Johnna  Murphy , 
|7>M’Av#wn\  Jill  Frediani ,  Chelmsford ,  Kristen 
tcCafferty,  Tyngsboro ,  Katelyn  Grant ,  Nashua ,  A"//, 
fac/r/f  Kinsman ,  Tewksbury ,  Katelyn  McClure , 

7 telmford  and  Amanda  Stangroom ,  Dracut. 


Tyngsboro  -Many  students 
of  the  Academy  of  Notre 
Dame’s  Junior  Girl  Scout 
Troops  #257  and  #223 
were  concerned  when  they 
learned  that  the  Eastern 
Bluebird  was  at  one  time  at 
risk  of  extinction  in  New 
England.  Wanting  to  do 
something  to  protect  their 
little  friends,  they  decided 
|to  begin  a  campaign  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  bluebird’s  liveli¬ 
hood  and  encourage  the 
bird  to  thrive  in  this  area. 

In  late  1994,  the  fourth 
and  fifth  grade  girls  first 
learned  from  a  guest 
speaker  that  the  bird,  a  na¬ 
tive  species  of  this  region, 
was  threatened  by  competi¬ 
tion  with  introduced  species 
such  as  the  house  sparrow. 

^Tyngsboro  resident  Lil¬ 
lian  Files,  president  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird 
Society,  told  them  that  in 
the  1940s,  the  bird’s  popu¬ 
lation  had  nearlv  plummeted 
to  extinction.  She  also  gave 
the  girls  hope,  stating  that 
over  the  past  10  years,  the 
placement  of  nesting  houses 
the  region  had  done 


in 


Inspired  by  the  news,  the 
girls  quickly  began  to  take 
action.  In  order  to  raise 
money  for  building  materi¬ 
als,  the  girls  sold  homemade 
crafts  at  the  NDA  Alumnae 
Craft  Fair.  Shortly  after. 


much  to  raise  the  bird’s 
numbers.  The  NDA  cam¬ 
pus,  she  confirmed,  was  an 
ideal  nesting  site  for  the 
I  ^Bluebird. 


they  were  able  to  purchase 
the  wood  for  four  Bluebird 
nesting  houses.  This  year, 
the  girls  worked  to  con¬ 
struct  the  houses  and 
erected  them  on  the  NDA 
grounds,  carefully  choosing 
ideal  spots  for  the  birds  to 
nest. 

Troop  #257  Leader,  Jo¬ 
anne  Sweeney  McNamara, 
was  exceptionally  proud  of 
her  girls  for  having  seen  the 
project  through  from  start 
to  finish.  The  girls’  effort 
allowed  them  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Girl 
Scout  Wildlife  Badge  while 
doing  their  part  to  preserve 
and  enhance  the  livelihood 
of  the  Bluebirds  in  this  area. 
Late  July  marked  a  second 
breeding  season  for  the 
birds,  and  the  Bluebirds  on 
the  NDA  campus  are  happy 
to  have  a  new  home.  # 


Members  of  Girl  Scout  Troop  #257  make  a  new  home  for  local 
Eastern  Bluebirds.  From  left  are  Kristen  McCafferty  of  Tyngs¬ 
boro,  Katelyn  Grant  of  Nashua,  N.H.,  and  Jaclyn  Kinsman  of 
Tewksourv. 


BLUEBIRDS’  FRIENDS:  Students  of  the  Academy  of  Notre 
Dame’s  Junior  Girl  Scout  Troops  257  and  223  of  Tyngsboro  were 
concerned  when  they  learned  that  the  eastern  bluebird  was  once  at 
risk  of  extinction  in  New  England.  In  an  effort  to  protect  the  birds, 
they  decided  to  begin  a  campaign  to  preserve  the  bluebirds’  liveli¬ 
hood  and  encourage  the  birds  to  thrive  in  this  area.  The  NDA  cam¬ 
pus  was  an  ideal  nesting  site  for  the  bluebird. 

The  girls  began  to  take  action.  They  raised  money  for  building 
materials,  and  were  able  to  purchase  the  wood  for  four  bluebird 
nesting  houses.  This  spring,  the  girls  worked  to  construct  the  houses 
and  erected  them  on  the  NDA  grounds.  Their  efforts  allowed  them 
to  meet  the  requirements  for  the  Girl  Scout  Wildlife  Badge,  while 
doing  their  part  to  preserve  and  enhance  the  livelihood  of  the  blue¬ 
birds  in  this  area.  _ _ _ 
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Beaver  Brook  Association 
117  Ridge  Road,  Hollis  NH 


BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRD 


life- 


Date:  Thursday,  April  20 

Time:  7:30pm  ^  ^ 

Place:  Spear  Room,  Maple  Hill  Farm 

Speaker:  Lillian  Files,  Past  President,  North 

American  Bluebird  Society 

Fee:  $6.00;  Friends  $5.00.  Please  register  by  Monday, 

April  17. 

Bluebirds  are  one  of  the  best  loved  of  all  our  songbirds,  yet 
few  of  us  have  ever  seen  one.  Their  population  declined  by  | 
perhaps  as  much  as  90%,  primarily  because  of  a  lack  of  places 
to  breed  successfully.  However,  with  just  a  little  work  and  some| 

good  fortune, 
bluebirds  can  be 
attracted  to  the  fields 
and  meadows  that  still  I 
exist.  This  lecture  and 
slide  program  will 
explain  the  bluebird's 
plight  and  good, 
effective,  bluebird 
conservation.  A  pair  of 
mounted  bluebirds, 
nests,  eggs,  nesting 
boxes,  and  books  will 
be  displayed.  Kits,  to 
build  your  own 

bluebird  box,  will  be  available  for  purchase  at  a  special  price  of 
$8.00  for  participants. 

Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bluebird  Society,  has  been  lecturing 
for  many  years  throughout  New  England.  She  was  featured  on 
Channel  5's  Chronicle  for  her  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  bluebird. 
Lillian  maintains  and  monitors  an  extensive  Bluebird  Trail 
and  has  had  bluebirds  on  her  property  for  over  45  years. 
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Volunteers  Frances  Ehlers 
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BLUEBIRDERS  IN  THE  NEWS 

Recently  the  May  issue  of  the  Swedish 
newspaper  Norcistjeman  featured  BBRP  com¬ 
mittee  members  Marlys  and  Dick  Hjort  of 
Chisago  City.  As  part  of  an  Earth  Day  program, 
Dick  showed  slides  and  told  about  bluebirds  in 
Minnesota  and  BBRP.  (Dick  is  also  a  Board 
member  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Soci¬ 
ety.)  He  and  Marlys  have  helped  set  up  many 
trails  in  Chisago  County  and  they  travel  all  over 
the  U.S.  representing  BBRP.  In  addition,  Marlys 
runs  our  mail  order  department  and  the  sales 
|fjL°ur  annual  conferences . 


oman  s  rescue 


•  A’i 


A  recent  story  in  The  Sun 
told  of  a  Framingham  woman’s 
efforts  to  rescue  a  nest  of  baby 
)irds  that  was  threatened  by 
the  demolition  of  a  restaurant, 
■’ollowing  the  rescue,  the  baby 
)irds  were  taken  to  the  New  > 
England  Wildlife  Center  in  , 
[ingham,  where  they  were  to 
>e  looked  after  for  an  8-week 
|stay  before  their  release. 

The  glow  of  this  woman’s  good 
lintentions  dimmed  a  bit  upon 
learning  that  the  rescued  birds 
happened  to  be  starlings.  How 
unfortunate  that  any  well- 
intentioned  humane  acts  were 
wasted  on  this  particular  spe- 
|cies  of  feathered  pest.  -: 

A  few  words  about  starlings: 

I  You  see  them  everywhere.  They 
1  are  slightly  smaller  than  a  rob¬ 
in,  usually  speckled  dark  brown 
or  iridescent  black,  with  stubby 
tails  and  long,  spike-like  bills, 
They  are  not  a  native  species; 
starlings  were  imported  back  in 


Starlings  in  a  tree  in  Littleton 


"  SUN  FILE  PHOTO 


squeaking  and  squawking  in 
the  1890s  from  England,  where  their  repulsive  calls,  and 
they  are  as  beloved  as  robins  in  defecating  in  nightmare  propor- 


this  country.  As  tfyey  continue, 
to  adapt -to  their  new  habitat, 
they  have  grown  into  an  ex¬ 
tremely  hardy  and  aggressive  ' 
species,  and  they  have  learned 


tions  all  over  the  cars  of  any 
Unlucky  souls  who  happened  to 
park  underneatfhthem. 

If  you  hapnfcned  to  come 
across  a  nes'cJf  baby  rats  in 


how  to  push  most  native  birds  ,  your  cellar,  you  would  surely 
out  of  the  way  in  their  search  for  know  better  than  to  coo  and 
food.  And  they  will  eat  any-  gush  about  how  adorable  the 
thing.  In  the  cold-weather  1  .  little  critters  were.  If  you  are 
months  they  foost  under  r.  like  most  people,  you  would  see 
bridges  at  night;  prior  to  that,  at  them  for  the  vermin  that  they 
dusk,  they  assemble  in  nearby  we,  and  you  would  destroy 
I  trees  in  enormous  flocks,  them  in  any  one  of  several  suit¬ 


able  ways,  The  domestic  rat 
population  would  be  in  no  dan-  [ 
ger  of  depletion  —  nor  would  the| 
population  of  starlings  if  this 
one  particular  nest  had  been 
demolished  with  the  building. 

The  next  time  anyone  gets  the  I 
opportunity  to  rid  the  world  of  a  | 
few  starlings,  here’s  one  opinion 
that  hopes  they  do  it.  Do  it 
quickly,  and  humanely,  by  all 
means;  but  do  it.  The  world  will  | 
not  be  any  poorer,  ? 

>  J,F.  DACEY 
Lowell  2 


iarriages 


Mr  W.E.  Parker 

and  Miss  C.B.M.  Bannister 

The  marriage  took  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday  at  the  University  Church  of 
St  Mary  the  Virgin,  Oxford,  of  Mr  | 
|  William  Everett  Parker,  second 
]  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Everett  Parker, 
of  Concord,  Massachusetts,  to 
|  Miss  Charlotte  Bridget  Melander 
Bannister,  younger  daughter  of  Sir 
Roger  and  Lady  Bannister.  The 
Rev  B.W.  Mountford  officiated. 

The  bride,  who  was  given  in 
[  marriage  by  her  father,  was  at¬ 
tended  by  Hermione  and  Anthea 
Townsend,  Charlotte  Ware  and 
1  Carmella  Corbett.  Mr  David 
Attenburrow  and  Mr  David 
Parker  were  best  men. 

A  reception  was  held  at  Pem¬ 
broke  College,  Oxford,  and  the 
[honeymoon  will  be  spent  abroad. 


The  engagement  was  recently 

I  announced  in  London,  England 
between  William  Parker,  son  of 
Everett  and  Sally  Parker  of  Concord, 
and  Miss  Charlotte  Bannister,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Roger  and  Lady  Moyra 
Bannister  of  London  and  Oxford, 

|  England. 

A  wedding  is  planned  for  April 
1 995  in  Oxford. 

The  bride  graduated  fror 


University,  Englan^witf^^Aandl 

MA.  She  is  employed  as  a  documen¬ 
tary  film  maker  whose  works  have 
been  televised  on  the  BBC  and  other  | 
networks. 

The  groom  is  a  graduate  of  | 
Concord-Carl  isle  High  School  and 
Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.H. 
with  a  BA  and  MBA.  He  is 
employed  by  an  East  European  ven- 


tiirp 


THE  TIMES  MONDAY  APRIL  24  lc 


[William  Everett  Parker  married  Charlotte  Bannister,  younger  daughter  of  Sir  Roger  and  Lady  Bannister,  right  at 
JheJJniyersjty_Church  of  St  Mary  the  Virgin,  Oxford,  on  Saturday.  A  reception  was  held  at  Pembroke  College 


annister  —  Parker 


Charlotte  Bannister  and  William  Parker  were  mar¬ 
ried  on  April  22  in  Oxford,  England. 
The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  Sir  Roger  and  Lady 
Moyra  Bannister  of  Oxford  and  London,  England.  The  groom  is  the 
son  of  Everett  and  Sally  Parker  of  Concord. 

David  Parker  and  David  Attenburrow  were  best  men.  A  reception 
following  the  wedding,  was  held  at  Pembroke  College,  Oxford 
University,  where  the  bride’s  father,  a  retired  neurologist  and  well- 
known  athlete,  was  Master  from  1985  to  1993. 

The  bride  received  B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees  from  Durham 
University  in  England.  She  has  worked  for  BBC  television  as  a  docu¬ 
mentary  filmmaker  and  currently  is  working  for  the  United  Nations. 

The  bridegroom  is  a  graduate  of  the  Fenn  School  and  Concord- 
Carhsle  High  School.  He  received  his  B.A.  degree  from  Dartmouth 
College  in  1984  and  a  M.B.A.  degree  from  the  Amos  Tuck  School  r\ 
Business  at  Dartmouth  in  1992.  He  is  employed  by  Capital  Reseat 
International  in  London. 

Following  their  honeymoon  in  Bermuda,  the  couple  were  the 
guests  of  honor  at  a  party  on  May  6  at  the  Concord  Country  Club, 
given  by  the  groom’s  parents.  Bill  and  Charlotte  reside  in  London. 


William  Parker  weds  Charlotte  Bannister 
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*fr*r~  P 

CHARLIE  iND  I 


BILL 


WP 


Ishor  t 
Ihave  all 
land  even 
land  pond 


want  to 
story . 


propose  a  toast  but  first  I'm 
As  some  of  you  know,  Ev  and  I 
sorts  of  bird  feeders,  bird  houses, 
a  collection  of  bird  woodcarvings . 
so  we  see  lots  of  different  species, 


_ _ _  84  Barnes  Hill  Road 

Concord,  Massachusetts 

going  to  tell  yuu  °1742 
are  avid  birdwatchers:  we 
bird  baths,  bird  books  - 
We  live  by  a  large  field 


and  we  get  a  big  thrill 
each  spring  when  the  heron  returns  to  the  pond  and  the  orioles  reappear 
in  the  guince  bush.  Last  summer's  highlight  was  a  brief  visit  by  a 
bald  eagle. 


Last  November,  just  before  Thanksgiving,  I  was  startled  one  morning 
to  see  three  bluebirds  outside  our  kitchen  window.  We  had  been  trying 
to  attract  bluebirds  for  five  years  but  had  never  seen  even  a  glimpse 
of  one.  I  was  so  excited  after  watching  them  for  half  an  hour  that  I 
called  Ev  at  his  office;  his  immediate  response  was,  "They  must  be  the 


Bluebirds  of  Happiness,  and  maybe  it's  an  omen  of  something  wonderful. 


Well,  sure  enough,  that  night  Bill  and  Charlotte  telephoned  from  London 
to  tell  us  they  were  engaged  to  be  married! 


The  next  morning  I  wrote  them  a  letter  of  congratulations  and  told 
them  about  the  bluebirds.  Later  their  somewhat  bewildered  response  made 
me  realize  that  of  course  few  people  in  Britain  are  familiar  with  this 
unigue  North  American  bird,  and  most  Americans  under  age  fifty  have 
never  seen  one  either  as  this  once  common  songbird,  so  often  cited  in 


American  music  and  literature  has  become  nearly  extinct  in  my  lifetime. 


The  first  English  settlers  called  them  "blue  robins"  because  of 
their  resemblence  to  the  English  robin,  and  the  New  England  farmers  years 
ago  viewed  the  bluebird's  arrival  in  February  or  March  as  the  signal  to 
begin  maple  sugaring.  Bluebirds  live  in  the  open,  nest  in  cavities,  and 
eat  insects  and  berries;  consequently,  the  loss  of  farmland  and  orchards, 
the  widespread  use  of  pesticides  after  World  War  II,  and  competition 
from  more  aggressive  birds  for  nest  sites  -  all  contributed  to  the  90% 
decline  of  this  thrush.  Today,  however,  the  bluebird  is  on  the  comeback, 
thanks  to  conservation  efforts  and  thousands  of  nesting  boxes  set  out 
by  birdlovers  all  over  the  US  and  southern  Canada. 


But  what  about  the  Bluebird  of  Happiness?  This  originated  in  1902 
in  the  play  L'oiseau  bleu  by  the  Nobel  prize-winning  Belgian  poet  and 
playwright,  Maurice  Maeterlink.  L'oiseau  bleu,  his  most  famous  play, 
is  rich  in  symbolism  and  it  captivated  audiences  worldwide  with  its 
message  of  optimism.  In  the  play  two  children  go  off  with  a  birdcage 
on  a  series  of  fairytale-like  adventures  looking  for  the  Bluebird  of 
Happiness.  They  fail  to  find  it  and  sadly  return  home  where  they  have 
kept  a  pet  turtle  dove.  This  they  reluctantly  give  away  to  a  neighbor's 
sick  child,  and  instantly  the  dove  turns  bright  blue.  So  after  searching 
everywhere  for  happiness,  they  find  it  right  at  home  through  an  act  of 
caring.  Similarly,  today's  conservationists,  through  their  acts  of 
caring,  have  brought  back  the  real  bluebird. 


Living  in  England,  Bill  and  Charlotte  won't  see  any  live  bluebirds, 
but  I  hope  the  fabled  bluebird  which  symbolizes  happiness  and  love,  hope 
and  spring  will  be  part  of  their  lives  always.  Please  join  me  in  a 
Lfl^^^t^Char lotte  and  Bill's  future  happiness! _ 


1994  SPEAKERS’  BUREAU  REPORT 


Ron  Kingston 


The  following  individuals  and  organizations  returned  their  1994  questionnaires  which  helped  us 
determine  what  works  and  what  doesn't.  I  want  to  thank  all  the  speakers  for  taking  time  to  fill  out  and 
return  the  form  and  also  for  all  they  do  for  bluebird  conservation. 


In  January  I^T^oTjuesti^^ 
were  sent  to  members  of  the  NABS 
Speakers’  Bureau.  One  of  the  many 
questions  asked  was  "What  have  you 

b6St  in  y°Ur  Pro9rams  and 
what  didn  t  seem  to  work?"  Some  of  the 

J^temstin^comments  are  as  follows: 


.  Ll  Ian  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  MA^ias] 

given  dozens  of  programs  per  year  for 
.many,  many  years.  She  speaks  for  five 
minutes  behind  an  exhibit  table;  for  20 
minutes  she  speaks  on  bluebird 
conservation  using  both  NABS’  and  her 
own  slides;  and  for  20  minutes  invites  the  f 
audience  to  visit  her  own  trail  through 
s  ides  and  tells  stories  with  a  nmat  sense 
of  humor.  - — 


following  members  of  the  NABS'  Speakers'  Bureau  have  died  within  the  last  few  years. 
We  remember  them  and  are  grateful  for  their  devotion  to  bluebird  conservation.  The 
bluebird  is  a  little  more  secure  and  our  world  a  little  brighter  for  the  time  and  energy  they 
devoted  to  speaking  about  one  of  our  most  beloved  birds. 

Gerry  Brown,  Ottumwa,  Iowa 
Milam  Cater,  Culpeper,  Virginia 
Alvon  Cox,  Ashland,  Ohio 
Joe  Cronk,  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota 
- John  Findlay,  III,  Birmingham,  Alabama 
-  Laurance  Sawyer,  Ringgold,  Georgia 
Glenn  Sikes,  Cobbtown,  Georgia 
J.B.  Thomas,  Hartney,  Manitoba 

—  Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny,  University  Park,  Maryland  ■ 


Outdoor  Youth  Orchestra  Concert  Blends  Music  and  Bluebirds 
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Where  Have  All 
The  Bluebirds  Gone? 

How  many  of  us  have  seen  a  bluebird  recently?  Tht 
great  majority  of  young  people  today  have  never  seer 
a  bluebird.  Yet  50  years  ago,  bluebirds  were  among  th< 
most  common  songbirds  in  America. 

Bluebirds  are  an  asset  to  farmers  and  gardeners 
because  their  diet  consists  almost  entirely  of  insects  ir 
the  Spring  and  Summer.  In  the  late  Fall  and  Winter  the^ 
live  largely  on  wild  berries.  They  almost  never  damag< 
soil  treated  crops,  such  as  berries  and  fruits,  grains  anc 
vegetables. 

These  gentle  loving  beautiful  birds,  often  called  the 
"Bluebirds  of  Happiness,"  have  a  uniform  of  red  and| 
white  and  blue  like  our  national  colors.  “It  carries  the  sh 
on  its’  back,"  (Thoreau)  earth  on  its  breast,  and  has 
white  belly. 

The  eastern  bluebird  population  may  have  plum¬ 
meted  as  much  as  90%  due  to  shortage  of  natural! 
cavities  for  nesting,  competition  from  house  sparrows| 
and  starlings,  and  pesticides.  What  is  needed  is 
widespread  effort  to  help  the  bluebird  in  its  struggles 
and  an  easy  way  to  help  is  to  provide  nesting  sites. 

We  have  installed  20  nesting  boxes  on  the  golf  course 
and  have  a  team  of  members  who  will  monitor  the 
boxes.  Please  do  not  interfere  with  the  operation  of 
these  boxes.  To  date  we  have  two  boxes  occupied  with! 
swallows,  who  can  co-exist  with  the  bluebird  and  are] 
also  voracious  insect  eaters.  One  family  of  sparrows| 
has  been  asked  to  leave! 

The  bluebird  nest  is  usually  built  in  5-6  days.  It  isl 
composed  of  dry  grass  or  pine  needles.  Bluebirds  time! 
their  activities  so  that  the  first  egg  is  laid  4-5  days  after! 
the  nest  has  been  completed.  One  egg  is  laid  each  dayl 
until  the  clutch  is  complete.  Three  to  six,  commonly  four! 
or  five,  pale  blue  eggs  are  laid.  Incubation  begins  as| 
soon  as  the  last  egg  has  been  laid.  The  time  of  incuba¬ 
tion  is  generally  14  days. 

If  you  would  like  to  participate  in  the  nesting  program,! 
boxes  are  available  for  $25.00.  You  may  also  purchase! 
a  box  as  a  memorial.  A  plaque  will  be  placed  on  the  box! 
in  memory  of  the  loved  one  and  a  number  of  members! 
have  already  expressed  interest.  The  donor  of  the  first! 
box  to  attract  a  pair  of  bluebirds  will  be  awarded  $75.00;! 
2nd,  $50.00;  third  $25.00  (This  should  interest  those) 
[who  participate  in  various  sporting  pools.). 

David  McNeish  - 
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DEPARTMENT  of  the 

news  rtleasi 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

For  release  April  6,  1995  Hugh  Vickery  202-208-5634 

BIRD  LOVERS  PROVIDE  LIFELINE 

HELPING  MANY  SPECIES  TO  RECOVER 


When  snow  blankets  the  ground  in  Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts, 

Lillian  Files  reverently  observes  a  rite  of  winter  she  began  when 
she  was  a  small  girl  in  the  1940s. 

** 

She  boils  yellow  raisins  and  dyes  them  the  reddish  color  of  sumac 
berries,  then  places  them  above  the  snow  for  bluebirds  to  eat 
along  with  sumac  branches  and  berries  she  gathered  and  stored  in 
the  fall. 

The  ritual  is  an  act  of  love  for  a  woman  who  has  made  the  care 
and  feeding  of  bluebirds  her  vocation  in  life  and  scrupulously 
maintains  114  bluebird  houses  on  her  property.  It  also  helps  the 
birds,  which  normally  feed  on  insects  but  will  eat  berries  when 
necessary,  survive  the  often  harsh  Massachusetts  winter. 

Wildlife  biologists  say  people  who  feed  and  house  birds  have 
played  a  vital  role  in  the  recovery  of  a  number  of  species  of 
songbirds,  including  bluebirds. 

"People  once  said  you  would  never  see  a  bluebird  in 
Massachusetts,"  says  Ms.  Files,  who  travels  around  New  England 
giving  free  lectures  on  the  attractive  songbird.  "I'd  ask  the 
people  I  lectured  who  had  ever  seen  a  bluebird,  and  only  one  or 
two  hands  would  go  up.  Now,  I  see  a  lot  more  hands  going  up." 

Statistical  information  backs  her  up.  According  to  the  annual 
breeding  bird  survey,  Eastern  bluebird  populations  have  climbed 
more  than  2  percent  a  year  since  1966. 

Bluebirds  normally  nest  in  the  hollows  of  mature  trees,  now  far 
fewer  in  number  than  in  the  past.  The  manmade  nesting  sites 
maintained  by  people  like  Ms.  Files  offer  an  alternative  that  has 
been  vital  to  the  recovery  of  this  species. 

At  the  same  time,  many  species  have  benefitted  from  the 
widespread  popularity  of  recreational  bird  feeding.  Populations 
of  black-capped  chickadees  are  up  28  percent  since  1966  while 
ruby-throated  hummingbirds  are  up  21  percent. 
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"Loss  of  habitat  has  sharply  diminished  populations  of  many 
species  of  birds,"  said  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  Director  Mollie 
Beattie.  "People  who  feed  birds  and  put  up  birdhouses  fill  a 
gap,  allowing  these  species  to  recover." 

Bird  feeding  in  particular  has  become  big  business  in  recent 
years.  A  1991  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  survey  found  that  41 
million  Americans  spend  more  than  $2  billion  on  birdseed  each 
year.  Industry  officials  say  there  has  been  a  sales  boom  in  the 
past  few  years. 

"Bird  feeding  used  to  be  almost  entirely  a  winter  activity,"  said 
Ralph  Wells,  information  manager  for  the  Wild  Bird  Feeding 
Institute,  an  industry  trade  group  in  Northbrook,  Illinois.  "Now 
we  are  seeing  more  and  more  people  feeding  birds  throughout  the 
year." 

Wild  Bird  Unlimited  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  a  franchise  chain 
of  specialty  wild  bird  food  stores,  has  grown  to  nearly  200 
outlets  nationwide,  according  to  James  Carpenter,  the  company's 
president. 

The  hobby  remains  a  relatively  inexpensive  way  to  enjoy  wildlife. 
Carpenter  said. 

"It's  hatd  to  find  high-priced  birdseed,"  he  said.  Most  mixes 
contain  some  combination  of  millet,  black-oil  sunflower,  milo, 
and  safflower,  although  some  birds  like  finches  prefer  thistle 
and  others  like  woodpeckers  hanker  for  suet. 

A  1994  study  conducted  by  the  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology  found 
that  birds  that  feed  on  the  ground,  such  as  the  mourning  dove  and 
the  white-throated  sparrow,  prefer  millet  over  sunflower  seeds 
and  milo.  Birds  that  feed  in  trees,  such  as  cardinals  and 
chickadees,  overwhelmingly  preferred  black-oil  sunflower  seeds. 

Bird  feeding  has  become  more  specialized  in  recent  years,  said 
Bob  Kramer  of  F.M.  Brown's  Sons  Inc.,  a  birdseed  manufacturer  in 
Sinking  Spring,  Pennsylvania.  Over  the  years,  the  biggest  change 
has  been  the  introduction  of  black-oil  sunflower  seeds,  which  are 
popular  with  many  species  of  birds,  to  mixes  in  the  1970s. 

"Today,  more  and  more  customers  are  demanding  higher  quality 
mixes  to  attract  specific  species,  at  prices  that  sometimes  are 
two  or  three  times  higher,"  Kramer  said. 

"It  just  shows  how  sophisticated  the  hobby  has  become,"  he  said. 
"Twenty  years  ago,  people  just  bought  a  bag  of  seed  and  threw  it 
on  the  ground  or  put  it  in  a  feeder.  Today,  they  are  using 
specialty  feeders  and  mixes  to  attract  specific  birds." 
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Specialty  mixes  are  not  necessary,  however.  Sunflower  seeds 
alone  should  attract  plenty  of  birds  to  your  yard. 

Bird  feeders  themselves  have  gone  upscale,  with  some  models 
costing  several  hundred  dollars  that  include  features  such  as  a 
built-in  transmitter  that  will  remotely  broadcast  the  sound  of 
birds  eating  and  chirping  into  your  living  room. 

Of  course,  a  feeder  can  be  as  simple  as  a  piece  of  scrap  wood 
elevated  a  few  inches  above  the  ground  with  a  few  holes  for 
drainage.  The  birds  will  quickly  find  it.  (Unfortunately,  so 
will  squirrels,  unless  you  take  precautions — many  feeders  have 
features  that  keep  squirrels  out.) 

*  » 

Birdhouses  to  attract  a  variety  of  species  also  are  widely 
available.  The  most  popular  currently  include  martins, 
bluebirds,  and  wrens. 

Some  serious  bird  lovers  are  going  a  step  further  and  landscaping 
their  property  to  attract  birds.  Various  types  of  plants  ranging 
from  conifers  to  nectar-,  nut-,  berry-,  and  acorn-producers 
attract  birds  during  different  seasons.  A  healthy  mix  of 
vegetation  can  automatically  provide  food  throughout  the  year. 

The  Service  has  produced  "For  the  Birds,"  a  package  of  three 
brochures  on  attracting  and  feeding  birds.  It  is  available  for 
50  cents  plus  $1  shipping  and  handling  from  the  Consumer 
Information  Center,  P.O.  Box  100,.  Pueblo,  Colorado  81002. 

The  Service  is  also  co-sponsoring  International  Migratory  Bird 
Day  on  May  13.  This  year's  theme,  "Sharing  a  Passion  for  Birds," 
will  encourage  bird  lovers  to  call  attention  to  both  the  economic 
and  recreational  benefits  of  bird  watching,  as  well  as  highlight 
the  problem  of  loss  of  habitat  and  declining  numbers  of  some 
songbird  species. 

For  more  information,  write:  International  Migratory  Bird  Day, 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  4401  N.  Fairfax  Drive,  Room  634, 
Arlington,  VA  22203. 
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Lycos  has  acquired  Point  Communications! 

The  Catalog  of  the  Internet  now  includes  detailed  reviews/ratings  of  the  top  5%  of  sites  (Point 
Reviews)  and  latest  breaking  news  (Point  Now)! 


Click  on  graphic  to  visit  site 
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http ://www.fws. gov/95 13.html  ( 6k) 


T 


fl/ 


C * 


r 


n1']  rTV 


r^v-v 


If  Ghaid'ton  ,Mass. 


C7C  7o«o.%  <5  l  :S'/<V-l£.  ^A-a  xJjLo^i .  <2  ^ 


VOL. 


25th  5th 

MAY  1995 


Iss  U£ 


BLUE  BIRDS 
by  Norma  Jacobs 

The  famous-  "Blue  Bird  Lady",  Lillian  Files, 
came  to  talk  to  us  on  Tuesday,  April  4.  She  showed 
us  special  Blue  Bird  houses  and  spoke  of  the  need 
for  curved  bottoms  on  the  houses.  she  gave  a 
beautiful  slide  show,  showing  the  Blue  Birds  in  her 
backyard.  She  talked  about  the  need  to  rejuvenate 
the  environment  so  that  the  Blue  Birds  will 

repopulate.  Everyone  remarked  how  happy  Blue  Birds 
make  you  feel. 

Our  own  Resident  expert,  Adam  Seibert,  was 
very  happy  to  partake  of  the  afternoon.  It  brought 
back  a  lot  of  memories  for  those  of  us  who  remember 
the  Blue  Birds  from  when  we  were  kids. 


To  the  Bluebird 


Come,  the  Spring's  returned,  0  lovely  Bird, 
Come,  you  need  not  be  afraid, 

Yonder  house  upon  the  fence  post 
Was  for  you  expressly  made. 

Fear  no  foe,  for  it’s  unlikely 
One  will  come  to  harm  you  here, 

You  can  nest  all  unmolested 
Far  out  in  the  field  so  clear. 

Hasten  to  yon  barren  locust. 

There  survey  the  country  round; 

Notice  too  the  house  is  fastened 
Barely  five  feet  off  the  ground. 


There’s  no  need  that  I  should  tell  you, 
Since  you  better  see  than  I; 

All  the  same,  I’m  apprehensive 
Lest  you  glimpse  and  pass  on  by. 

Inasmuch  as  you’ll  be  building, 

Note  the  likable  terrain; 

Many  Watchers  trail  this  region, 

Let  them  hear  your  sweet  refrain. 

You’ve  been  labeled,  Bird  of  Happiness, 
And  for  this  you  qualify, 

Foryour  mellow  song’s  the  cheeriest, 
And  you’re  like  a  June  day  sky. 


i'innie  Ellis  Itirns  90  Years! 


)n  October  17,  1995,  Winnie  bins] 
Icelebrated  her  90th  birthday.  She  is| 
Istill  in  good  health,  and  last  sum- 
Imer  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  Teal 
[House.  Congratulations,  Winnie, 
Ion  this  milestone.  We  wish  youl 
many  more  years  of  health  and  hap-| 
Ipiness! 
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Bluebirds 

All  blue  birds  are  not  bluebirds,  a  fact  you  should  know. 

You  can’t  always  find  bluebirds  wherever  you  go. 

Oh,  there  surely  are  blue  birds  like  the  blue  jay,  you  see, 

Who  will  gulp  down  the  bird  seed  as  fast  as  can  be! 

They  look  like  policemen  watching  over  the  flock, 

When  there’s  danger  about,  you  should  hear  them  all  squawkj 

All  blue  birds  are  not  bluebirds,  a  fact  you  should  know. 

You  can’t  always  find  them  wherever  you  go. 

See,  there’s  the  kingfisher  who  likes  fish  for  his  lunch. 

You  may  sometimes  find  one  but  never  a  bunch. 

They  live  near  the  water  to  make  dining  easy 
And  can  fly  through  the  air  even  though  it’s  quite  breezy. 

All  blue  birds  are  not  bluebirds,  a  fact  you  should  know. 

You  can’t  always  find  bluebirds  wherever  you  go. 

The  indigo  bunting  is  a  sight  to  behold 
When  he  sits  in  the  sun,  his  colors  aglow! 

He  can  shimmer  and  shine,  the  blue’s  iridescent; 

Everyone  knows  when  this  bird  is  present. 

All  blue  birds  are  not  bluebirds,  a  fact  you  should  know. 

You  can’t  always  find  them  wherever  you  go. 

There’s  the  tree  swallow  catching  bugs  in  mid-air. 

Those  pests,  the  mosquitoes,  are  a  favorite  fare. 

They  swoop  from  the  sky  to  catch  a  big  bug; 

They  are  really  so  useful  I  could  give  them  a  hug! 

All  blue  birds  are  not  bluebirds,  a  fact  you  should  know. 

You  can’t  always  find  bluebirds  wherever  you  go. 

The  bluebirds  are  rare,  their  numbers  are  small; 

In  some  places  you  simply  can’t  find  them  at  all. 

But  when  they’re  around— oh,  what  a  sweet  sound! 

Just  the  sight  of  one  somehow  can  make  your  heart  pound. 

They’re  a  pretty  soft  blue,  with  a  rust-orange  chest; 

If  you  put  up  a  bird  house,  they’ll  pose  for  you  best. 

A  bluebird’s  a  blue  bird,  that  everyone  knows. 

But  not  all  blue  birds  are  bluebirds  as  you  now  know. 
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Bluebirders  Mourn  the  Loss  of  Two  Pioneers 

Dunam  Mackintosh 

1926  -  1995 

Dunam  Mackintosh  jnissed  away  on  September  1 9,  1 995.  He  was  68.  Bluebird  conservation  h ios  a  cause 
to  which  Duncan  dedicated  wwl  of  his  enemies  since  1 978,  the  year  he  fouiuied  the  Mountain  Bluebinl 
Trails  group.  Together  with  30  volunteer  monitors ,  Duncan  set  out  and  collected  (Lila  on  3,000  boxes  alone] 
720  miles  of  trails  in  southwestern  Alberta.  Between  1 978  and  1 994,  47,06J  bluebinls  fledged  from  their 
boxes. 

Duncan's  enthusiasm  for  bluebirds  was  infectious,  and  he  was  an  inspiration  and  mentor  to  bluebirders  in 
Alberta,  British  Columbia  and  Montana.  He  administered  the  MBT  group,  including  handling 
corresj'oiidence,  trail  statistics,  banding  data  and  publishing  an  annual  report.  He  also  gave  numerous 
presentations  and  organized  bluebird  conferences.  Duncan  received  recognition  for  his  efforts  from  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  (The  John  and  Norah  Lane  Award),  Ellis  Bird  Farm  Ltd  (Certificate  of 
Recognition)  and  the  Federation  of  Alberta  Naturalists  (Loran  L.  Goulden  Award).  This  year,  Duncan's 
MBT  group  received  the 
prestigious  Emerald  Award. 

if  desired,  donations  in 
memory  of  Duncan  Mack¬ 
intosh  canbe  made  to  Moun¬ 
tain  Bluebird  Trails  (c/o 
Ray  Harris,  Box  2650, 

Fincher  Creek,  AB  T OK 
iao)  or  to  the  Palliative 
Care  Unit,  Lethbridge  Re- 
gional  Hospital,  960-19 
St.  S,  Lcthbriiigc  Tl]  IVV5. 

Dr.  Larry  Zeleny 

1904  -  1995  J 

Dr.  Larry  Zeleny,  founder  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  passed  away  on  May  27,  1 995.  Dr. 
Zeleny,  after  retiring  as  a  biochemist  with  the  USD  A,  wrote  a  book  entitled  'The  Bluebird:  Hew  You  Cun 
Help  Its  Ffght for  Survival"  as  well  as  a  National  Geographic  Magazine  article  entitled  "Seep)  of  Hope  for 
the  Bluebirds".  This  article  stimulated  such  widespread  interest  that  Dr.  Zeleny  and  a  group  of  colleagues founded 
NABS  in  1 978.  His  extensive  knowledge  and  unassuming  manner  endeared  him  to  thousands,  and  the  legacy 
of  his  great  work  will  be  carried  on  by  bluebird  trail  operators  across  North  America,  in  1 985,  when  the 
NABS  conference  was  held  in  Red  Deer,  Dr.  Zeleny  and  Charlie  Ellis  -  two  of  North  America's  most  devoid 
and  famous  bluebird  pioneers  -finally  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  each  other. 

if  desired,  donations  in  the  memory  of  Dr.  Larry  Zeleny  can  be  made  to  NABS,  Box  6295,  Silver  Spring, 
MD  10916-6295. 
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MEMORIAM 


Lawrence  Zeleny  Memorial  Fundi 

Bella  Vista  Bluebird  Society 
Bluebirds  Over  Georgia 
Ronald  &  Carol  Beyna 
Bob  Bodine 

Richard  &  Sarah  Bourne 
Dr.  Shirl  Brunell 
Martha  Chestem 
Norma  C.  Daniels 
Bill  &  Joan  Davis 
Tina  Dew 
Sadie  Dorber 
Bette  H.  Duff 
Lillian  Files 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Delos  C.  Dupree 
Harriett  H.  Findlay 
Donna  Hagerman 
Miss  Frances  Hanes 
Marie  R.  Haney 

Joan  Harmett  for  Jo  Daviess  Guardians 

Marston  E.  Hussman 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 

Ms.  Charlotte  Jernigan 

Ron  &  Priscilla  Kingston 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wallace  B.  Knapp 

Nancy  E.  MacClintock 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.P.  Morris 

Ohio  Bluebird  Society 

Jean  Perkins 

Allen  Prigge 

Carolyn  Rimmer 

Harry  &  Anna  A.  Rimmer 

Vincent  &  Virginia  Schneible 

Lome  Scott 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.J.  Shon 

Robert  P.  &  Joanne  K.  Solem 

Anne  T.  Sturm 

Mrs.  Margaret  L.  Swartz 

Mrs.  Garnett  T.  Tunstall 

Richard  M.  Tuttle 

Lois  Wickersham 


Sialia 
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Of 

The  North  American 
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* Bluebird  conservation  is  a  task 
that  cannot  be  accomplished  by 
law ,  edict,  oratory,  or  armchair 
philosophy.  The  cost  is  small  but 
the  reward  is  great. . . . 

The  \ bluebird  of  happiness’  may 
then  come  to  you! 99 

Lawrence  Zeleny 
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Lillian  Files 
106  Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


Dear  Lillian, 

The  North  American  Bluebird  Society  thanks  you  for  your  generous 
contribution  to  the  Lawrence  Zeleny  Memorial  Fund  at  the  time  of  his 
death  -  May  27,  1995.  Larry  was  very  much  aware  of  your  own  untiring 
work  on  behalf  of  bluebird  conservation,  and  he  found  it  consoling  and 
edifying  to  hear  of  your  efforts, Lillian.  Your  tenure  as  President  of 
NABS  guided  the  Society  through  many  problems  and  successes.  And 
Larry  was  delighted  to  learn  of  the  new  Bluebird  Society  you  helped  to 
found  in  New  England!  And  you  always  made  everything  such  fun! 

I  am  sure  we  can  all  take  much  comfort  in  realizing  that  largely  through 
Larry’s  inspiration  we  are  assuring  that  the  next  generation  can  be  seeing 
the  beautiful  “blues”  increase  throughout  their  range. 

Here’s  hoping  to  see  you  soon,  Lil! 


Fondly, 


I 


BOX  2980,  LACOMBE,  ALBERTA,  CANADA  TOC  ISO,  (403)  346-2211 


Vol.  9  No.  2 


Editors:  Myrna  Pearman  and  Paul  Harris 


Summer,  1995 


SPECIAL  SUMER  EDITION! 


Sincerely, 


Mx 

Ali  Mroczkowski 


cablevisioM 


Lillian  Lund  Files 
Windswept  Acres 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Lillian: 


July  6,  1995 


Hello!  Over  the  past  two  weeks  I  have  been  viewing  the  footage 
from  our  shoot  and  it  looks  great!  I  am  really  happy  with  how 
much  we  have  to  work  with.  You  were  excellent  on  camera! 


I  have  decided  to  devote  a  show  solely  to  birds  and  will  have  a 
special  segment  with  the  material  we  shot  on  your  bluebirds. 
Currently  I  am  looking  for  other  material  for  this  particular 
show  so  it  may  be  some  time  before  it  is  all  assembled  into  a 
full  program.  However,  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  your  bluebird 
segment  as  soon  as  it  is  edited.  (Due  to  the  large  amount  of 
footage  we  have  this  will  also  take  some  time) . 


Enclosed  is  the  release  form  that  1  will  need  signed  and  returned 
when  you  have  a  chance.  Again,  thank  you  so  much  for  your 
participation  and  helpfullness  in  putting  together  this  segment 
on  bluebirds.  I  can  honestly  say  I  gained  a  new  appreciation  for 
the  bluebird  and  really  learned  a  lot  during  the  shoot.  It  was  a 
lot  of  fun.  and  you  were  a  pleasure  to  work  with.  I  am  looking 
forward  to  assembling  the  final  product!  Hopefully  I  will  have  a 
tape  for  you  by  August.  Feel  free  to  call  anytime  or  write  in  the 
meantime.  Take  Care  and  enjoy  your  bluebird  watching! 


4  ,  T 
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■Eastern  Bluebird 


Backyard  Birds  Get  Boost 

When  snow  blankets  the  ground  in  Tyngsboro,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Lillian  Files  reverently  observes  a  rite  of  winter 
she  began  when  she  was  a  small  girl  in  the  1940s.  She  boils 
yellow  raisins  and  places  them  above  the  snow  for  blue¬ 
birds  to  eat  along  with  sumac  branches  and  dogwood 
berries  she  gathered  in  the  fall.  The  ritual  is  an  act  of  love 
for  a  woman  who  has  made  the  care  and  feeding  of  | 
bluebirds  her  vocation  in  life  and  scrupulously  maintains 
114  bluebird  houses  on  her  property.  It  also  helps  the  birds 
survive  the  often  harsh  Massachusetts  winter. 

According  to  the  USFWS,  people  who  feed  and  house 
birds  play  a  vital  role  in  the  recovery  of  bluebirds  and  other 
songbirds.  Based  on  annual  breeding  bird  surveys,  East¬ 
ern  Bluebird  populations  have  climbed  more  than  2  per¬ 
cent  per  year  since  1966.  Populations  of  Black-capped 
Chickadees  are  up  28  percent  overall  since  1966  while 
Ruby- throated  Hummingbirds  are  up  21  percent.  Bird 
feeding  has  become  big  business  in  recent  years.  A  1991 
USFWS  survey  found  that  63  million  Americans  spend 
more  than  $2  billion  on  birdseed  each  year.  “Bird  feeding 
used  to  be  almost  entirely  a  winter  activity,”  said  Ralph 
Wells,  information  manager  for  the  Wild  Bird  Feeding 
Institute,  an  industry  trade  group  in  Northbrook,  Illinois. 
“Now  we  are  seeing  more  and  more  people  feeding  birds 
throughout  the  year.”  The  USFWS  offers  a  package  of 
three  brochures  on  attracting  and  feeding  birds,  entitled 
“For  the  Birds.”  It  is  available  for  50  cents  plus  $1  shipping 
and  handling  from  the  Consumer  Information  Center, 
.O.  Box  100,  Pueblo,  CO  81002. 


Birder’s  World 


August  1995 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30  pm,  at 
the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable,  Route  113, 
Dunstable  center.  Dues:  Single  $5,  Family  $8,  Guests  $2  donation| 
Students  are  free.  Show  membership  card  at  each  meeting.  Dues 
Collection  begins  at  March  meeting. 

SEPT.  7  OWLS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND  by  Marsha  &  Mark 
Wilson  Everyone  loves  owls!  Explore  the  world  of  New  England’s  | 
12  regularly  occurring  species  of  owls  with  photographer  Mark 
Wilson  and  Naturalist  and  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  President, 
Marsha  Wilson.  Using  several  live  owls,  a  two  projector  slide 
dissolve  program  and  recorded  owl  calls,  Mark  and  Marsha  share 
their  passion  for  this  uniquely  adapted  bird  familv 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

theeSnna  I®  h,6l?  00  th6  first  Thursday  of  month,  7:30  pm,  at 
n  E»VK?96  ICa  Con9r®9at,onal  Church  in  Dunstable,  Route  113 
Dunstable  center.  Dues:  Single  $5,  Family  $8,  Guests  $2 

f  J?W  ™mbership  card  at  each  meeting  Dues  ’ 
Collection  begins  at  March  meeting. 

B«W°»«  MhB^rttoSKBL:  C,0|"?!°2  ln  ^  Wlklllf®  Cofrldor.  by 
M  Bartlatt,  Brewster  M.  Bartlett  (A.K.A.)  “Dr.  Splatt'  has 

ught  Science  at  Pinkerton  Academy  in  Derry,  NH  for  22  years  He 

ProiecMh  SKhow  .sl'deS  00  the  Monitoring  Roadkill  '  H 

Project  that  he  has  developed.  Mr.  Bartlett  has  received  numerous 

Awar?  jl  ,r?ludmg  New  Hampshire  Technology  Educator 

H^mnc hT  dyc Technd0gy  Scholar>  and  he  was  selected  New 
Hampshire  s  Environmental  Teacher  of  the  year  in  1993 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30  pm,  at 
the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable,  Route  113, 
Dunstable  center.  Dues:  Single  $5,  Family  $8,  Guests  $2  donation, 
Students  are  free.  Show  membership  card  at  each  meeting.  Dues 
Collection  begins  at  March  meeting. 

Nov.  2  POT  POURRI  by  Club  Members  &  Friends  Help  us 
celebrate  our  annual  Pot  Pourri  meeting  by  bringing  in  slides,  prints, j 
poetry,  articles,  information  etc.  to  share  with  us  on  any  nature 
oriented  subject.  Please  attend. 

This  is  the  last  meeting  until  spring. 


MARK  &  MARCIA  WILSON 

?Q  Box-SOf.  Dunstable.  MA  CiS27-G20r- 
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July  11,1995 


Telephone:  (508)  374-3900 


Ms.  Lillian  Files 
106  Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


Dear  Lillian, 


Thank  you  so  much  for  your  slide  program  "Bring  Back  the  Blue 
Birds"  which  you  presented  to  the  Life  Long  Learning  program  on 
June  8  at  the  Haverhill  campus  of  Northern  Essex  Community  College. 
Your  enthusiasm  for  the  blue  bird,  your  many,  varied  and  lovely 
slides,  and  the  wealth  of  practical  information  you  shared  for 
interested  birders  was  fantastic.  The  many  who  attended  the 
program  were  delighted  and  involved  in  learning  more  about  the 
story  of  the  blue  bird  in  our  region. 

I  hope  you  enjoyed  coming  to  the  Haverhill  campus  and 
sharing  your  interest  with  the  participants  of  the  Life  Long  Learning 
program.  Thank  you  again  for  sharing  your  work  with  us. 


Sincerely  yours, 


w 

hf{ 


Mary  Jane  Gillespie 


Coordinator,  Life  Long  Learning 


Sialia,  Summer  1995 
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Lillian  Lund  Files,  a  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  and  Hank 
Coleman,  co-founder  with  his  wife  Joyce,  of  the  Tri-State  Bluebird  Society  (Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut),  March  1995,  at  opening  of  gallery  and  headquarters. 


By  Tom  Long 

GLOBE  STAFF 


“Hi,  I’m  Buzz,”  was  Albert  Wil¬ 
liam  Bussewitz’  standard  greeting  to 
the  thousands  of  nature  lovers  he  led 
on  tours  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  in 
Jamaica  Plain. 

As  a  volunteer  guide  at  the  265- 
acre  urban  nature  preserve  for  more 
than  15  years,  the  khaki-clad  bard 
developed  a  cult  following  for  his 
chatty  nature  walks  that  combined 
poetry  readings  and  aesthetic  obser¬ 
vations  with  the  Latin  names  of  the 
flora  and  fauna  in  his  beloved  park. 

Mr.  Bussewitz,  who  was  once  de¬ 
scribed  as  one  of  the  city’s  “priceless 
treasures,”  died  Tuesday  at  the  age 
of  83  in  Lahey  Clinic  in  Burlington. 

He  was  a  sanctuary  director  and 
educator  for  the  Massachusetts  Au¬ 
dubon  Society  for  27  years  before,  as 
he  said,  he  was  “recycled  instead  of 
retired”  and  became  a  volunteer 
teacher  and  tour  guide  at  the  arbore¬ 
tum. 

“Being  a  teacher,”  he  said  in  a 
1993  Globe  interview,  “you  share 
with  others  the  opportunity  to  see 
what  you’re  looking  at  -  the  petals  of 
a  plant,  the  plume  of  a  bird  -  how 
one  form  relates  to  the  other.  As  a 
naturalist,  I  try  to  keep  the  doors 
open  to  show  how  one  form  of  life 
connects  to  all  others,  as  in  a  spider’s 
web,  where  in  touching  one  strand 
you  touch  the  whole.” 

Bom  in  Juneau,  Wis.,  he  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Northwestern  University. 

He  was  director  of  the  Audubon 
Society’s  Moose  Hill  Sanctuary  in 
Sharon  for  14  years  and  also  was  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Stony  Brook  Sanctuary 
in  Norfolk  and  Rocky  Knoll  in  Mil- 
ton  before  his  retirement  in  1978. 

He  was  also  a  former  president 
of  the  Thoreau  Society,  and  once 
said  he  “would  talk  to  anyone  who 
wanted  to  learn.”  He  often  quoted 
Henry  David  Thoreau  while  leading 
nature  walks  and  also  delivered  lec¬ 
tures  on  the  poet-naturalist  illustrat¬ 
ed  with  his  own  nature  photographs. 

Mr.  Bussewitz’  nature  walks  of¬ 
ten  had  themes;  on  Mother’s  Day, 
for  instance,  he  emphasized  the  bo¬ 
tanical  kinships  of  trees,  be  they  na¬ 
tive,  European  or  Asian.  He  some¬ 
times  focused  solely  on  the  fra¬ 
grances  of  nature  and  was  particu¬ 
larly  charmed  by  the  “felicitous  com¬ 
bination  of  beauty  and  fragrance”  of 
lilacs.  One  of  his  best-loved  courses 
was  on  “the  virtual  ark  of  plants  with 
animal  names,”  such  as  skunk  cab¬ 
bage,  horsetail  and  spiderwort.  The 
object,  he  said,  was  “to  be  active,”  he 
said,  “not  bland  and  passive  in  our 
observations.’” 

“I  enjoy  putting  people  and 
plants  together,”  he  once  said,  and 


Nature  guide  Albert  Bussewitz,  83; 
was  Audubon  sanctuary  director 


ALBERT  W.  BUSSEWITZ 


added  that  he  was  surprised  by  the 
cult  following  he  had  developed  be¬ 
cause  he  was  only  following  his 
“Druidic  impulses.” 

A  resident  of  Jamaica  Plain,  in  a 
1988  interview  he  said,  “I  was  an  ar¬ 
boretum  aficionado  for  a  good  many 
years  and  never  dreamed  I’d  be  able 
to  someday  live  so  close  to  it.  It’s  an 
outdoor  classroom  and  for  me  as  a 
photographer,  it’s  an  outdoor  stu¬ 
dio.” 

Yesterday,  Richard  Heath,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Boston 
GreenSpace  Alliance  and  a  neighbor 
of  Mr.  Bussewitz’,  said  “he  was  al¬ 
ways  fascinated  with  a  new  tree  or 
shrub  and  was  always  able  to  find 
something  different,  something  we 
all  tend  to  forget.” 

Heath  described  Mr.  Bussewitz 
as  a  “great  old  oak  tree  of  Boston” 
who  was  “of  the  generation  of  people 
who  have  led  the  way  for  preserving 
parks  and  open  spaces  in  Boston.” 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr. 
Bussewitz  was  returning  from  Carle- 
ton-Willard  Village  in  Bedford, 
where  he  had  delivered  a  lecture  on 
Thoreau  illustrated  with  his  nature 
photographs.  A  quote  from  Thor- 
eau’s  journal  for  Sept.  7,  1851,  that 
he  shared  with  his  audience,  might 
have  summed  up  his  life:“How  to  ex¬ 
tract  its  honey  from  the  flower  of  the 
world,  that  is  my  everyday  business. 
I  am  as  busy  as  a  bee  about  it;  I 
ramble  over  all  the  fields  on  that  er¬ 
rand  and  am  never  so  happy  as  when 
I  feel  myself  heavy  with  honey  and 
wax.  I  am  like  a  bee  searching  the 
livelong  day  for  the  sweets  of  na¬ 
ture.” 

He  leaves  his  wife  of  55  years, 
Flora  (Quirin);  two  sons,  Robert  W. 
of  Jamaica  Plain  and  Barry  A.  of  Pe¬ 
taluma,  Calif.;  a  daughter,  Betty  Ann 
of  Cambridge;  and  a  grandson. 

A  memorial  service  will  be  held 
at  the  arboretum  in  the  fall. 
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Albert  W.  Bussewitz 


Throughout  Buzzy's  life,  he  amassed  a  photographic 
collection  of  exquisite  quality  and  encompassing 
scope.  His  photos  have  been  a  tremendous  resource 
for  the  numerous  books,  journals,  magazines,  and 
courses  offered  by  this  and  many  other  organizations 
and  individuals. 
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Fall  Checklist 

v  Clean  out  and  repair  your 
bluebird  boxes 

v  Recruit  a  new  member  for  our 
organization 

v  Build  5  new  bluebird  boxes 
for  1996 

v  Relocate  boxes  that  have  not 
been  productive 
Give  a  subscription/member¬ 
ship  to  a  friend 
Gather  bittersweet  berries  for 
winter  feeding 
Give  a  friend  a  bluebird  box 
for  Chritmas 

Plant  pokeberry  bushes  in  new 
locations 

Send  a  bluebird  story  to  Hank 
Coleman 

Collect  white  pine  needles  for 
spring  nesting  material 
Call  for  details  of  our  meeting 
and  workshop  in  early 
February 

v  Plan  for  more  bluebirds  in 
1996 


(%•  "tfi  rb*  (b*  (%•  (%•  (%•  "dS 

Bluebird  Hotline 

If  you  have  a  bluebird  emer¬ 
gency  or  need  advice.  Call 
Hank  or  Joyce  Coleman 
800-769-2473  or  Lillian 
Files  508-692-2520 


Joyce  Coleman  banding  bluebirds  with  Donna  Hagerman 

Society  Notes 

By:  Hank  Coleman 

As  we  approach  the  first  year  anniversary  of  the  Tri-State  Bluebird 
Society,  I  am  excited  to  report  on  the  following: 

We  have  125  members  throughout  the  three  state  area.  Support  has 
come  from  the  media  and  the  local  Audubon  Societies.  The  Tri-State  Bluebird 
Society  has  been  invited  to  be  an  exhibitor  at  the  Massachusetts  Birders  meeting 
at  the  College  Center  Building  at  Stonehill  College  on  November  18,  1995. 

A  golf  course  nesting  box  program  has  been  successfully  initiated. 
Bluebird  trials  line  the  fairways  on  thirteen  area  golf  courses  and  some  of  the 
clubs  have  taken  corporate  memberships  to  be  sure  to  stay  updated  and  keep 
their  members  in  tune  with  the  progress.  Strong  support  has  been  received  from 
the  RI  Golf  Association. 

An  agreement  has  been  reached  with  the  RI  State  Training  School  for 
Boys  to  construct  nesting  boxes  and  bluebird  feeders.  This  provides  good 
publicity  for  the  training  school  and  a  nice  arrangement  for  the  bluebird  society. 

The  Meshantucket  Pequot  Tribal  Nation  has  taken  a  corporate 
membership.  Plans  for  this  winter  include  an  educational  program  for  tribal 
members  and  establishing  bluebird  trials  on  reservation  grounds. 

Joyce  and  I  had  a  wonderful  visit  with  Donna  Hagerman,  former 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  in  Reno, 
Nevada  this  summer.  Donna  has  been  an  active  bluebirder  for  years  and  we 
walked  her  trial  consisting  of  160  boxes  for  mountain  and  western  bluebirds. 


Ask  Lillian 

(Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society) 


What  type  of  materials  do  Bluebirds  use  in  constructing  their  nests? 

Nests  are  usually  made  of  dry  grass  or  pine  needles  and  are  confined  to  bottom  three  inches  of  box  although  they  maybe  deeper  even 
extending  up  nearly  to  the  entrance  hole. 

Should  a  bird  house  be  cleaned  out  every  year? 

Nesting  material  should  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  young  birds  have  left  nest  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  wash  the  box. 
Can  1  expect  bluebirds  to  over  winter  here  in  Conn..  Mass,  and  R.I.? 

Most  Bluebirds  wisely  migrate  south  for  the  winter.  The  few  that  remain  are  likely  to  perish  from  the  cold  and  starvation  unless 
there  is  an  abundance  of  berries  in  the  area. 

Will  Bluebirds  nest  near  the  ocean? 

If  there  is  a  supply  of  fresh  water  nearby  for  drinking  and  bathing.  Boxes  should  be  located  back  as  far  as  possible  from  the  ocean  shore. 
Does  a  bird  feeder  close  to  the  nesting  box  discourage  Bluebirds? 

It  may  if  the  feeder  is  operated  during  the  nesting  season  and  is  patronized  by  House  Sparrows  and  Mockingbirds. 

Can  you  suggest  any  way  that  we  can  help  Bluebirds  survive  the  cold  wet  spring  weather? 

Bluebird  nestling  mortality  is  often  high  during  prolonged  cold  wet  weather  which  is  usually  unavoidable.  They  will  renest  as  soon 
as  weather  improves  so  nests  and  dead  should  be  removed  promptly  from  box.  A  feeding  box  offering  mealworms  can  greatly 
reduce  mortality  rates. 

How  long  will  female  incubate  eggs  that  are  not  viable  or  infertile  before  she  deserts  them? 

She  will  usually  stop  brooding  shortly  after  normal  14  day  incubation  period  and  sometimes  much  sooner  as  she  instinctively 
senesces  eggs  are  unhatchable.  In  rare  cases  she  will  continue  to  brood  for  six  weeks  or  more  before  giving  up. 

What  can  I  do  when  Tree  Swallows  are  taking  over  all  my  boxes? 

Pair  up  your  boxes  approximately  ten  feet  apart.  Tree  Swallows  usually  object  to  such  close  neighbors  of  their  own  kind.  Will  $ftt 
live  conformably  with  bluebirds  with  this  approach. 


Background  on  Lillian  Lund  Files 


Lillian  is  a  very  enthusiastic  Bluebirder  who  is  very  proud  to  be  involved  in  our  newly-formed  Tri-State  Bluebird 

Society. 

She  has  had  Bluebirds  for  53  years  on  her  own  30  acre  piece  of  property  in  Tyngsboro,  Mass.  In  1942  when  Bluebirds 
were  a  rarity  here  in  New  England,  folks  used  to  flock  to  her  place  every  spring  to  view  these  winged  beauties. 

She  attended  her  first  North  American  Bluebird  Society  convention  in  1979  and  was  on  their  Board  of  Directors  for 
two  years  and  became  President  in  1984  and  then  Chairperson  of  Nominating  Committee  for  seven  years.  She’s  also  past 
president  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and  a  member  of  the  Mass.  Audubon  Society. 

She  has  given  over  400  Bluebird  lecture/slide  programs  on  good  effective  bluebird  conservation  throughout  the  six 
states  of  New  England  and  is  also  “Trouble-Shooter”  for  this  area.  She  says  she  keeps  “pediatrician  hours”  as  she  gets  calls 
anytime  from  5:30  A.M.  to  1 1 :00  P.M.  in  early  spring  on  bluebird  problems.  She  also  gives  many  spring  tours  on  her  own 
property  showing  how  to  monitor  nesting  boxes  which  is  most  important.  She  has  1 14  boxes  on  her  own  personal  trail  and 
monitors  them  on  her  moped  through  cemeteries,  golf  courses  and  farmlands. 

While  lecturing  she  stresses  that  Bluebirds  are  in  great  need  of  HUMAN  HELP.  “Bluebirders  feel  like  one  of  the 
CHOSEN  ONES  when  fortunate  enough  to  have  them  nest  on  their  own  property  but  also  feel  like  the  Godparents  to  all 
Bluebirds  wherever  they  are  in  giving  them  so  much  needed  loving  attention.”  She  has  had  first-hand  knowledge  about 
bluebirds  talking  and  visiting  other  experts  throughout  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  She  has  been  on  four  television  programs  and 
written  up  in  numerous  periodicals. 

If  interested  in  slide/lecture  presentation,  you  can  contact  her  by  writing  for  a  brochure:  Lillian  Files,  Windswept 
Acres,  Scribner  Hill,  Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879  or  phone  (508)  692-2520. 
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(Members,  please  submit  your  questions.) 


Seventh  Annual  Massachusetts  Birders'  Meeting 

Cosponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  and  the  South  Shore  Bird  Club 
Stonehill  College,  North  Easton,  Saturday,  November  18,  1995 

Two-part  program  with  an  all-day  conference  and  reception  followed  by  an  evening  banquet  and  speaker. 

For  information  call  (617)  259-9506,  Ext.  7401. 


9:00  a.m. 
10:00-10:15 

10:15-10:50 

10:55-11:30 

11:45-12:30 


12:30-1:30 
1:30-2:15 
2:20  -  2:55 
3:00-3:35 
3:45  -  4:25 

4:25-4:30 


Registration:  Martin  Institute  Lobby  (coffee  and  refreshments  available) 

Welcome  by  Wayne  Petersen,  Massachusetts  Audubon  Field  Ornithologist  and  South  Shore 
Bird  Club 

Jim  Berry,  Massachusetts  Nesting  Birds  &  Their  Habitats 

Mara  Silver,  Massachusetts  Cliff  Swallows 

Four  Concurrent  Identification  Workshops  (choose  one) 

A.  Jackie  Sones  -  Shorebird  ID:  A  Different  Perspective 

B.  Dick  Walton  -  Birding  By  Ear 

C.  Bob  Fox  -  Winter  Irruptive  Species 

D.  Steve  Arena  -  Massachusetts  Marsh  Birds 

Lunch  (Brown  Bag;  please  bring  your  own.  Drinks  and  dessert  provided.) 

Repeat  of  Four  Concurrent  Identification  Workshops  (choose  from  above  list) 

Joe  Kenneally,  Birds — Form,  Function,  and  Photography 
John  Kricher,  DNA/DNA  Hybridization:  The  New  Taxonomy 
Panel  Discussion — The  Field  Trip  Experience:  Tips,  Trials,  and  Tribulations 
David  Clapp;  Candace  Cook;  Kathleen  Anderson;  Wayne  Petersen,  moderator 
Concluding  Remarks  and  Wrap-up 


4:45  -  6:00  Reception,  Refreshments,  and  Exhibits:  Student  Center 

Artists,  Authors,  Organizations,  and  more 

6  p.m.  Banquet  and  Dinner  Speaker:  Alumni  Hall 

Pete  Dunne,  "Small-headed  Flycatcher.  Seen  yesterday.  He  didn't  leave  his  name." 
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Dear  Lil, 

What  a  busy  lady  you  are!  You  are  good 
to  remember  the  Seveys  with  all  you  have 
on  your  plate! 

We  drive  by  your  home  in  the  summer  just 
to  lay  oue  eyes  on  your  bluebirds.  I  thin^^ 
it  is  wonderful  what  you  have  done  to 
rejuvenate  their  numbers. 


On  the  highest  branch  of  our 
Christmas  Tree 
we  fondly  place  our  warmest 
holiday  greetings  to  you . ... 
our  friends ,  our  neighbors J 


Happy  Days  in  the 
New  Year.' 
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AND  BEST  WISHES  FOR  A  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
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’Warning :  Free  Advice  costs  nothing 
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To  foster  the  understanding,  appreciation,  and  enjoyment  of  the  North  American  bluebird  and 
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Ask  Lillian 


(Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society) 
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DECEMBER  SNOW 

By  Judy  Mizell 

EASTERN  BLUEBIRD 
Sialia  sialis 

A  symbol  of  happiness  and  tranquility,  the  bluebird  graces  the  South  year-round. 
Surviving  on  berries  and  what  few  insects  it  can  find  all  winter,  it  will  begin 
looking  for  a  suitable  cavity  in  which  to  build  its  nest  in  early  spring.  This  native 
songbird  readily  accepts  manmade  nesting  boxes  of  the  proper  construction  and 
may  raise  as  many  as  three  broods  in  such  a  location. 

The  North  Carolina  Bluebird  Society  is  a  non-profit  organization  committed  to 
helping  people  learn  about  cavity  nesting  conservation. 

NCBS,  P.O.  Box  4191,  Greensboro,  NC  27404. 
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snowy  Owl 

(Nyctea  scandkca) 


A  Snowy  owl  flies  from  a  sand  dune  on  Nantucket  island,  Massachusetts. 

Blood  from  a  meal  of  Black  Duck  stains  the  owl's  underwing  and  feet.  Arctic  nesters,  snowy 
Owls  may  spend  the  winter  months  south  of  the  Arctic  hunting  birds  and  mammals. 

A  swift  and  powerful  predator,  the  Snowy  Owl  will  prey  on  other  owls  and  has  even  been  seen 
taking  a  great  blue  heron,  coastal  barrier  beaches,  salt  marshes,  airports  and 
grasslands  are  favored  wintering  habitats. 

Photo  ©  Mark  Wilson 
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P.O.  Box  220,  Dunstable,  Massachusetts  01827-0220 
TEL (508)  649-6760  ❖  FAX  (508)  649-7377 


